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F O R E WO R D
THIS supplement has been published to mark the

175th anniversary of the Tyrone Constitution,
which first appeared on November 8, 1844.

Born into a world vastly different from the one we
know today, the Constitution then and for many
years afterwards provided a service for its readers
not demanded of it today.

Its columns copiously reported news from all over
the world. Its old pages are stuff of history.

Queen Victoria had succeeded to the Throne only
seven years before the first issue was published; the
British Empire was still expanding.

Before the Constitution was founded there was no
county newspaper in Tyrone.

John Nelis, the Constitution’s founder,
recognised that a well-informed population might
be in a stronger position to succeed in whatever its

business and bring prosperity to the county.
By producing a newspaper that provided that

information he hoped to capture a ready
re a d e rs h i p.  

It was a risky venture because many of the
population could not read and there was poor
transport as an aid to distribution. But it succeeded
against all the odds.

Its readers were given the latest news of the rise
and fall of American presidents, of wars as far back
as the Crimean and the Indian Mutiny.

Later, and nearer home, the more recent terrorist
campaign; the subsequent ceasefires and the tender
hope that they hold out for the peace in the
p rov i n c e .

The growth of the mass media has brought
changes in the news content of the Constitution. Its

world coverage is no longer required.
It is now a local paper, fulfilling the demand for

local news, and in that role has expanded and
embraced the benefits of new technology in its
a dva n c e s .

As we mark our 175th anniversary we look back
on the generations of loyal employees who have
toiled in High Street and on the goodwill of our
readers and advertising.

And, we look forward to continuing to serve the
community, hopefully for many more years, by
maintaining the comprehensive news outfit that
John Nelis hoped the Constitution would
become.

The Tyrone Constitution is now a member of the
Alpha Media Group, NI’s largest locally owned
weekly news group).

The Tyrone ‘Con ’ – at the heart of
the community for 175 years

The Tyrone
Constitution is the
oldest newspaper in Co
Tyrone having been
founded in 1844, thus
celebrating its 175th
anniversary this year.

The newspaper prides
itself on the quality and
extensive content in its
pages, brought to you
by a team of dedicated
journalists and
advertising staff.

Our news and sports
pages reflect the entire
community making
them indispensable
reading – and well
illustrated with full
colour photographs.

Readers have a
voracious appetite for
their local newspapers –

there are around 50
across the province –
and it is our job to
satisfy their demands
for comprehensive,
relevant and appealing
news, features and
sports content.

From our offices in the
heart of Omagh we see
ourselves as part of the
wider community
batting for and
championing the issues
that matter.

Whether it is
promoting local
businesses, celebrating
individual success or
throwing the spotlight
on critical local issues
such as health and
education, the ‘C o n’ is
right at the centre of
debate. We are here on
the ground – week in
and week out – making
sure your voices are
h e a rd .

In recent years,
despite the financial

pressures all media
organisations are facing,
the Alpha Media Group
has invested strongly in
its journalism and been
rewarded with a loyal
readership who
appreciate quality local
reporting of events.

We are proud of our
role in faithfully and
accurately recording
local events for our
thousands of loyal
re a d e rs .  

Our newspaper serves
a wide area of Tyrone
and North Fermanagh.
Each week our pages are
‘j a m - p a c ke d ’ with local
news, features and
sport, pictures and
advertising, reflecting 
the area in all its glory!

‘Local’ is the key
word. It means our very
specialised local
content  cannot be
replicated by what are
often, unreliable,
uncensored and often

untrustworthy online
platfor ms.

The ‘C o n’ is
u n a s h a m e d ly
supportive of the
community we serve,
aiming to make a
positive contribution to
local life.

It is often said local
newspapers provide the
first draft of history and
our team of reporters
and photographers
constantly strive to
prove that’s true!

Breaking a big story is
always satisfying and we
get our fair share! Our
view is that no story is
too big or too small for
the ‘C o n’.

So whether it’s
covering school prize
days, the work of youth
groups, church events,
charity fundraisers or
highlighting local
achievements, we want
to hear from you. They
all have one thing in

common – c o m mu n i t y
pride and that is what
your local newspaper is
all about.

So if you do have a
story, feel free to drop
into our offices in
Omagh and discuss it
with our team of
reporters or,
alternatively, drop us an
email.

Ways of contacting
our reporting and
advertising teams can be
found on page two of
the newspaper each
week. Every enquiry
will be treated with
courtesy and respect
and we will do our best
to meet your needs,
whether it be a story or
advertising, for which
there are a range of print
and digital packages
ava i l a bl e .

Alpha Media’s titles
have an extensive reach
across the province and
there are special

cost-effective rate
options for advertising
goods and services right
across our group.

The West Tyrone area
remains one of
Northern Ireland’s
regional ‘crown jewels’
supporting a rich,
eclectic mix of business,
cultural, sporting and
artistic talent. Omagh –
our base –
accommodates a wide
range of independent
businesses that co-exist
alongside well-known
high street names.

As we celebrate 175
years the challenge for
the ‘C o n’ is to make sure
we continue to
comprehensively and
accurately reflect
community life in all its
many facets through our
pa ges.

To all of our readers
and advertisers –
thank-you for your
ongoing support.

The front office of The Tyrone Constitution newspaper situated at 25 to 27 High Street, Omagh.AN450119

Specialist 
domestic & contract 

floor coverings
7 Killybrack Road

Omagh  |  BT79 7DG
Phone: 028 8224 2954
Best Wishes to 

The Tyrone Constitution on 
their 175th Anniversary

23 HIGH STREET
OMAGH

GREAT OFFERS

JOIN OUR CHRISTMAS CLUB

Follow us on Facebook and 
Instagram for sales and arrivals

GREAT OFFERS
HIGH QUALITY FOOTWEAR & CLOTHING

Best Wishes to the Tyrone Constitution on 
their 175th Anniversary

in our CHILDREN’S DEPT.
ALL CLOTHING & SHOES

on            and
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Congratulatory message from
the Duke of Abercorn HML

“I would not only like to
congratulate ‘The Con’ fo r
achieving this significant
milestone in its history but
also take this opportunity of
thanking the editor and
staff for the highly
respected service that it
provides to the local
community and for
maintaining its equally high
standards of integrity as so
many other standards have
been allowed to fall,” said
the Duke of Abercorn.

“For ‘The Con’ is an
integral fabric of life here in
West Tyrone where its
loyalty and commitment to
this part of the province is
only matched by the loyalty
shown by its readers down
the decades.

“I only hope and trust that
this robust and popular
newspaper will continue to
serve the community for
many decades to come
which is so deserved.”

Tyrone Farming Society pays tribute
to continued support of ‘The Con’ 

The Tyrone Constitution has long been
an ardent supporter of the Tyrone
Farming Society and gives extensive
yearly coverage to the society’s flagship
event, the hugely popular Omagh Show. 

The show will this year celebrate it’s
180th year, with the Tyrone Farming
Society at the forefront. 

Records indicate that the Tyrone
Farming Society was first established in
1832, some 12 years before the Tyrone
Constitution, in an effort to encourage and
sustain local agriculture. 

Both organisations have worked hand in
hand to promote Omagh’s farming
economy over the decades. In addition, a
public speaking competition, sponsored
by this newspaper in association with the
Tyrone Farming Society, takes place
yearly. The event is judged by ‘C o n’ editor
Wesley Atchison. 

This year, the Society’s secretary, Edwin
Cartwright, stepped down after a
distinguished 15-year tenure. A life-long
reader of the Tyrone Constitution, Mr
Cartwright commended the newspaper
for it’s long-standing support. 

“The Tyrone Farming Society would
like to be associated with this landmark
occasion in which the Tyrone Constitution
celebrates the 175th anniversary of the
n e w s p a p e r.

“Over the years ‘The Con’ has been
strong supporters of Omagh Show in the
coverage it has been given. This coverage
given has always included the pre-show
l a u n ch / s p o n s o r ’s evening, to the very
comprehensive post-show report,
including the results.

“Over the years the various reporters
have always put a lot of effort into the
post-show report and were extremely
diligent in preparing the results for
p u bl i c a t i o n . ”

Mr Cartwright continued: “In 2016 in
conjunction with the Tyrone Constitution
and the Society a Public Speaking

Competition was launched for the local
High and Grammar School pupils to
participate in. The Constitution kindly
donated the Tyrone Constitution
Perpetual Cup and with the prize fund
being sponsored by Omagh High
S ch o o l .

“The final has been held at Tyrone
Farming Society Show Grounds which
this year was held on May 10. For the past
two years the winning student and the
runner-up have been invited to present
their speeches at the Omagh Show Launch
and Sponsors Evening. The two people
responsible for getting this competition
going were the editor, Mr Wesley
Atchison and Mrs Jennifer Hawkes, of the
Society. This has proved to be a very
popular and well supported competition
by the local schools.

“A number of years ago the Society

embarked on a major project to record the
history of the organisation from its
formation in 1832 onwards in the form of
a book which was completed and
published in 2008. If it had not been for
the reports contained in the paper on the
show, and held in its archives, the research
for this publication would not have been as
extensive as it was.

“The one specific occasion which the
Society, in recent times, would like to
acknowledge was the coverage the paper
gave when in 2002 Omagh Show was
moved from Sedan Avenue to the Society’s
new and present Show Grounds on the
Drumquin Road.

“It is fair to say that over the years the
Tyrone Constitution and all involved, past
and present, have good friends and
supporters of the Society as Omagh Show
org anisers.”

FLASHBACK: Edwin Cartwright, who this year stepped down as secretary of the
Tyrone Farming Society, pictured in the Tyrone Constitution when he was ap-
pointed in 2004. For decades, the Tyrone Constitution has provided extensive
coverage of the yearly Omagh Show, which is organised by the Tyrone Farming
Society. SU4415WS19

The Duke of Abercorn has extended his congratulations to the Tyrone Constitution upon
reaching its 175th milestone. He has described the newspaper as an ‘integral fabric of life’
in West Tyrone.

‘The ‘Con’ is an integral fabric of
life here in West Tyrone’

< Production Data <
Reporters involved in the compilation of this supplement were Karen

Mullan (deputy and currently acting editor), Darren Beattie, William
Smith, Ciara Maguire and Lauren Sharkey.

Photography (including cover photo): Alan Neil.
Advertising: Victor Kelly, Lauren Birney, Una Collins, Adrian Monaghan

and Carol McCausland.

OMAGH
GUTTERING SERVICES

260 Drumnakilly Road, Omagh, Co. Tyrone BT79 9PU
Tel/Fax: 028 8076 1783 Mobile: 07850 349843

Email: omaghguttering@hotmail.co.uk
Wishing the the Tyrone Constitution a huge congratulations on reaching 175 YEARS!

The 180th Omagh Show will be held on 

Friday 3rd and Saturday 4th July

OMAGH SHOW 2020

Tyrone Farming Society are pleased to be associated 
with this publication which marks and celebrates the 

175th Anniversary of the Tyrone Constitution

• Sa
le
s 
of 
St
or
e 
C
at
tle
ev
er
y 
M
o
n
d
a
y

• Sa
le
s 
of 
Dr
o
p
p
e
d 
C
al
ve
s,
Fa
t 
C
o
w
s, 
D
ai
ry 
C
o
w
s,
Su
ck
ler 
C
o
w
s 
& 
B
e
ef 
C
at
tle

• Sa
le
s 
of 
Fa
t 
La
m
bs
, 
St
or
e 
La
m
bs 
a
n
d 
E
w
es 
ev
er
y 
Sa
tu
rd
a
y

• Di
sp
er
sa
l 
a
n
d 
R
e
d
u
cti
o
n 
Sa
le
s 
o
n 
ar
ra
n
g
e
d 
d
at
es

“PLEASED TO 
SUPPORT THE TYRONE 

CONSTITUTION ON 
CELEBRATING 175 YEARS, 
CONGRATULATIONS AND 

WISHING YOU MANY 
MORE YEARS OF SUCCESS”

tyrone’s entertainment quarter

T: 028 8225 7575 
E: INFO@MAINSTREETOMAGH.COM 
WWW.MAINSTREETOMAGH.COM

CONGRATULATIONS TO  
THE TYRONE CONSTITUTION ON 175 YEARS
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‘Integrity and commitment of the Tyrone
Constitution remains undiminished’

The chairperson of Fermanagh and Omagh
District Council, Siobhán Currie, has extended
heartfelt congratulations to this newspaper on it
reaching such a ‘remarkable milestone’.

Describing the Tyrone Constitution as playing a
‘key role in getting the news to the streets’, the
council chairperson said: “As Chair of Fermanagh
and Omagh District Council, I am delighted to have
the opportunity to offer my sincere congratulations
to the Tyrone Constitution which this year
celebrates its 175th anniversary.

“For any organisation to stay in business for this
length of time is a significant achievement. For a
local newspaper to reach this milestone, is testament
to its ability not only to retain the loyalty of
generations of its readership but also its ability to
adapt to the changing times.

“Much has changed since it first hit the streets on
8 November 1844. The pace of life has changed as
have expectations of what our local print news
media must deliver. Technology has improved
exponentially. The world is a much smaller and
more connected place and members of the Tyrone
diaspora, now spread to distant lands, can stay
connected to home instantaneously through the
online edition which they can access at the same
time as the paper edition hits the streets of Tyrone,
Fermanagh and Donegal. No longer do people have
to wait a few weeks for the paper copy to cross the
oceans of the world.

“The foundation of the paper by local
businessman John Nelis represented a significant
gamble given the relatively low level of literacy and
the significant distribution issues. However, the
gamble certainly paid off. The paper initially
covered much more international news than it does
today with stories from as far away as Australia,
Argentina and America featuring in early editions.
Also making the news was the state of the streets and

the absence of street lamps which brings to mind an
old saying “the more things change, the more they
stay the same.” The power may have changed but
street lighting and clean streets still remain
n e w swo rt hy.

“The great American Baptist Minister and Civil
Rights champion Dr Benjamin Mays once said
“Honest communication is built on truth and
integrity and upon respect of the one for the other.”
That is a mantra which the Tyrone Constitution has
embraced and that has not changed in the last 175
years. The integrity and commitment of the Tyrone
Constitution to provide its readers with high quality
copy every week, 52 weeks of the year remains
undiminished.

“From a personal perspective, I have become
more aware of the Tyrone Constitution since my
election to the council in May of this year. However,
my colleagues in the chamber all speak highly of the
paper. I have been impressed by the paper’s
coverage of council business, being critical when it
felt it had to be and offering support and praise
where it was merited. The over-riding view is that
there is a sense of fairness in the way in which we as
a public body are judged and as a public figure, one
can ask no more than that.

“The owners, the Alpha Newspaper group should
be incredibly proud of this remarkable milestone.
To the current editor, Wesley Atchison and his
excellent editorial team, I thank you for being the
purveyors of the news of the district with honesty

and integrity. To the other members of staff, let me
say that your work does not go unnoticed and you
also play a key role in getting the news to the
s t re e t s .

Finally, can I, on my own behalf and on behalf of

my colleagues, once again offer our heartiest
congratulations on reaching this significant
milestone and hopefully in 25 years time, my
successor will be congratulating the paper on its
b i c e n t e n a ry. ”

Council chairperson praises newspaper
on reaching ‘remarkable milestone’

Councillor Siobhán Currie, who is chairperson of Fermanagh and Omagh District Council, has congratulated the
Tyrone Constitution on its 175th anniversary.

Alpha Media Group –
the largest locally

owned weekly
newspaper group in NI

The Alpha Media Group is the largest locally
owned weekly newspaper group in Northern
Ireland with an audited circulation of over 44,569
across 13 titles and has a greater penetration in the
areas they operate than any other weekly or daily
title across the province.

The Alpha portfolio are ideally placed to reach
audiences across most council areas outside
Belfast. This is of significance when 63% of
Northern Ireland population who live outside the
Greater Belfast area.

The group, which is under the chairmanship of
Lord Kilclooney, offers unrivalled opportunities to
reach target audiences with advertising and
promotional campaigns.

The papers have offices with local journalists and
other staff based at the heart of the communities
they serve. The role of local newspapers in
their communities is important and in a
fast-changing world, local journalism is at the
heart of readers’ communities and journalists are
able to really understand what is important – to
celebrate and mourn, champion and, sometimes,
criticise with a true understanding of the area they
s e rve .

The titles are passionate about their local towns
and districts bringing news, local council news,
court coverage, village notes, schools, church
news, births, marriages and deaths, sport, leisure
and entertainment from all sections of the
community. Significant resources are given in
terms of staff, photographic coverage and as a
result value for money for the local reader and the
community is a paramount focus.

Local newspapers are the most trusted source for

local news and information (74%); more than
three times more trusted than social media.

Local newspapers in print continues to command
public confidence, while trust in social networks
remains very low (Research from YouGov
commissioned by Local Media Works).

Advertising and circulation revenues are the
lifeblood of the news media industry, funding
investment in the provision of local news and
information. Because they reflect the views,
passions and interests of their readers in a way that
no other media does.

So why advertise in print rather than online?
Local newspapers make target marketing easier

compared to online marketing. People from the
area who read the Tyrone Constitution are likely to
be a potential customer in the future, once your
trust is built and verified.

Local businesses operate in market niches that
reach out to specific types of consumers located
within a particular area. Print ads are effective in
targeting ads in localised areas - remember 90 per
cent of all purchases are made within 20 miles of
where we live. 

People don’t trust online ads in the same way
they do newspaper ads, and online media
consumers don’t take the time to read the whole
webpage/ad before moving on to the next thing
that is trying to catch their eye. This gives the
customer no time to connect with the ad.

The newspaper is an investment in time, effort,
and money, so the reader tends to read the whole
thing to get value for their money. Everything from
news content to an ad in a newspaper is taken
seriously compared to the same online.

Go for It  
‘Start a 

Business’ 
Information Evening

Thursday 21 November, 
5.30pm - 7.00pm

Fermanagh Enterprise  
Ltd and Omagh  

Enterprise Company

Instagram 
Masterclass 
for Business

Facilitated by Niamh 
Taylor (Digital 24), Katrina 
Taggart (Katrina Taggart 
Photography) and Niamh 

MacAuley (Purple Dot 
Media)

Thursday 14 November, 
6.00pm - 9.00pm, 

Silverbirch Hotel, Omagh

Professor 
Neil Gibson

‘State of  
the Nation’
Chief Economist for 

EY in Ireland

Upcoming Business 
Events in Omagh

For further details on upcoming events contact the Economic Development 
Team on 0300 303 1777 or email businesssupport@fermanaghomagh.com.

Fermanagh and Omagh District Council offer a number of FREE Business 
Support Programmes offering 1-1 mentoring on all areas of business 

development and growth.  To register, visit www.fermanaghomagh.com and 
search ‘Free Business Support’.

Wednesday 13 November, 
12.00pm - 1.00pm, 

The Grange, Omagh
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‘The Con’ is our local hub for
news – Renowned Omagh singer
Renowned Omagh singer and founder of Omagh Community

Youth Choir, Daryl Simpson, believes it is important for
communities and people to stay connected and feels there is no
better way locally than by reading the Tyrone Constitution.

Daryl, who is frequently touring the world as a member of the
highly talented and popular Celtic Tenors, makes no secret of the
fact that he likes to keep up with the news in his home town.

Said Daryl: “The Tyrone Constitution has been an important
reference point for our families for 175 years, marking both the
positive and indeed difficult times of our local community.

“I think sometimes we take this for granted. As life and times
have changed, it is important that we cherish the promotion of the
local community through our local newspapers and indeed
through them recognise the immense and sometimes
extraordinary contribution that our citizens have made.”

Daryl also plies his skills as a musical director, arranger and
vocal teacher but takes most pride from mentoring and
developing young talent for a career in music.

He was recognised with a BEM (British Empire Medal) for
services to Community Relations and Peace and Reconciliation In
Northern Ireland in the Queen's 2018 New Year honours list.

“Simple stories letting us know what is going on, might seem
mundane to some, but could very well play a lifeline to those who
might find it difficult to get out and about.

“People love to feel connected, and pictures from the local group
meetings and events still give rise to that immense pride felt when
a parent sees their child appear in their first swim meet, or
perform at their school’s nativity.

“We should cherish this link and believe that the best way to

promote our area is to know its people and businesses. I look back
in fondness at the pictures/stories my mum kept of me throughout
the years, and realise the value of having this to show my own
children when they are old enough.

“The ‘C o n’ is our local hub, so let’s not take it for granted and
continue to support them as they have been there for us all this
t i m e, ” he added.

Omagh singer and founder of Omagh Community Youth
Choir, Daryl Simpson.

Lord Lieutenant for County Tyrone
extends his congratulations

The Lord Lieutenant for
County Tyrone, Mr Robert
Scott, has extended his
congratulations to The
Tyrone Constitution on the
175th anniversary of its first
p u bl i c a t i o n .

“Established in years of
famine, The Con has
faithfully reported through
bad times and good, and has
recorded the transition of
Omagh, originally established
as a garrison town, into a
major regional administrative
and commercial centre,” said
Mr Scott.

“For many years, I started
not with the front page but
with Barney McCool’s article,
always full of craic and
historical interest, as are the
ongoing weekly reprints from
25, 50 and 100 years ago.

“Even in this digital age
The Con remains an essential
source of local news and
events. Whilst it is said that
bad news sells newspapers,
The Con always manages to
find plenty of good news, and
stories of warm-hearted
people doing extraordinary
things; individuals running
marathons or finding other
ways to raise funds for
charity; groups of volunteers
giving of their time to help
others and make the world a
better place; and several
pages devoted to local
sporting events. And the
photographs! over 200 in last
we e k ’s edition, providing a
visual summary of an
energetic community
working hard and playing
h a rd .  

The Lord Lieutenant for County Tyrone, Mr Robert
Scott.AN4510219

The Tyrone
Constitution on

social media
AS well as catching all the local news, sports and features in your print

edition each Wednesday of the Tyrone Constitution, you can also keep up to
date with us through our social media channels.

You can find our Twitter profile at twitter.com/@tyrone_con
There you will able to keep up with breaking news throughout the week

and a sneak peak at what is in our paper each week.
We are also on Facebook at

https://www.f acebook.com/Tyroneconstitution/where you’ll be able to also
stay in touch with us and the local community.

As well as the usual news and sports output, we’ll also have the latest video
available from the stories we are out and about covering in the local area.

So be sure to give us a follow on Twitter and a like on the Facebook page as
we look to keep you updated with all the latest news throughout the week.

Do take the opportunity to message us, and drop the paper any ideas for
things you think we should be covering or indeed your thoughts on our
stories.

We would love to hear from you.
You can also find our latest stories on our website

a t   h t t p : / / w w w. t y ro n e c o n . c o. u k /

‘An invaluable source of news’, comments
former NI football international

Former Northern Ireland international,
Ivan Sproule, who went on to forge a high
profile football career overseas after
leaving Omagh Town in 2004, described
the 'Con' as an 'invaluable source of
news'.

The Castlederg man's impressive career
began as a youngster at Dergview before he
joined Omagh Town in 2001. A move to
Institute followed in 2004, before Scottish
Premiership club, Hibernian, came
k n o c k i n g.

Sproule made a great impression in
Edinburgh, hitting 12 goals in 71
appearances, and this attracted the
attention of Northern Ireland. He scored
one goal for his country, gaining 11 caps in
total.

In 2007, Sproule joined English
Championship club, Bristol City, where he
made 119 appearances, netting six times,
before moving back to Hibernian.

After a hugely successful career in
Scotland and England, Sproule moved
back home, initially playing for Linfield

before enjoying a spell at Ballinamallard.
When Sproule hung up his boots, a career

in management awaited. He began with
Ardstraw in the NI Intermediate League
and in 2018 he was appointed Dergview
boss.

Wherever he has travelled, Sproule has
always enjoyed reading the Tyrone
Constitution.

"I have grown up with the Tyrone
Constitution from a young age, back to my
Dergview years, and I still buy it today and
will into the future.
“I have always looked forward to buying it.
The 'Con' has always provided great
coverage of the Fermanagh and Western
Leagues and, of course, the former Omagh
Town FC.

“It's great to see recognition for local
clubs that work so hard. It's an invaluable
source for information. I know a lot of
things are online nowadays, but for me you
can't beat going into the shop and buying
your local newspaper. You can touch and

feel it.
“We are celebrating our 40th anniversary

of the club next year and we have found
that the newspapers are very helpful for
gathering up information and old
photog raphs."

Castlederg man Ivan Sproule, who en-
joyed a hugely successful career in
football across the UK and for
Northern Ireland, feels the Tyrone Con-
stitution is an ‘invaluable source of
news’.

Save money with Copytext by trading in your old laser
printer or copier for up to £300 against a new machine

from our exciting new ALL & INCLUSIVE range.

ALL because our machines include everything you expect
like colour printing, copying and scanning.

INCLUSIVE because our range includes a unique 5 year 
Repair or Replace inclusive on-site warranty.

Congratulations to the Tyrone Constitution on their 175th Anniversary
and wishing many more successful years ahead

Great Northern Road, 
Omagh, Co. Tyrone,

N. Ireland, BT78 5LU.
Tel: 028 8224 9494.
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Meet the ‘Ty ro n e
Con’ team...

The Tyrone Constitution’s team of dedicated photographers. They are, from left, Isobel O'Brien,
Phil Armstrong and Alan Neil. SU2007LS19

The Tyrone Constitution advertising staff, Lauren Birney, seated left, advertising team leader
and Karen McBride, seated right, sales receptionist. Standing from left, Carol McCausland,
sales receptionist, Adrian Monaghan and Una Collins, advertising sales executives and Victor
Kelly, regional advertising manager. AN450219

Lauren Birney, advertising team leader.
AN450419

Victor Kelly, regional advertising manager.
AN450319

Karen Mullan, deputy and currently acting ed-
itor, who has been with the newspaper for 18
years. AN450519

Wesley Atchison, editor, who has been with the
newspaper for more than four decades.
AN209818

The editorial team are Karen Mullan, seated, deputy and acting editor, and standing from left,
Ciara Maguire, Darren Beattie, William Smith and Lauren Sharkey, journalists. AN450619

Wishing 
The Tyrone 

Constitution a huge 
Congratulations 

on their 
175th Anniversary
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1844 - The birth and growth of The Con - 2019
THE ‘Tyrone Constitution’ is proudly

marking its 175th anniversary with this
special publication. Since being founded
by Mr John Nelis, of Omagh, a
successful businessman of the day, the
oldest weekly newspaper in Co Tyrone
has given an invaluable news service to
the local community. In the early days
international events, as well as
comprehensive coverage of the
day-to-day goings on in the local area,
filled the news columns. It is certain that
when Mr Nelis drew the first printed
sheets from the hand press on November
8, 1844 he could not have visualised the
outstanding developments which were to
fo l l ow.  

Mr Nelis was a prominent member of
the Omagh community. He was one of
the leading merchants of the day and
hailed as a man of commanding
personality, highly gifted and well
educated. He became a member of the
first Town Commissioners, which were
elected in 1845 under the 9th Act of
George IV, and were responsible for such
services as lighting and cleansing. The
age of great machinery had not then been
reached and this applied to the printing
trade, as to many other industries.
Typesetting was carried on by hand, a
slow and tedious system compared with
what can be achieved with today’s
computerised methods. Looking back
150 years it is clear that the enterprise
shown by Mr Nelis is to be admired. The
difficulties in those days of making a
newspaper a paying proposition were
many, and not least of these was the
stamp duty which the Government had
imposed upon newspapers, and which
forced up the price. This, in turn,
seriously affected the circulation.

The price of the ‘C o n’ was then, and
for many years afterwards, 5d per copy, a
sum which at that time of money scarcity,
put it beyond the reach of the average
man, and also exclusively limited the
circulation to the gentry, the professional
classes and wealthy business people. An
additional difficulty was transport.
There were no railways, for it was the
age of the stage coach.Transport of
newspapers by road by whatever class of
vehicles were then available – carts and
‘c a rs ’ drawn by horses – proved slow and
c u m b e rs o m e .  

In the initial stages the circulation of
the newspaper could not have been more
than a few hundred. It was an age of slow
progress. Education of the average man
and woman was low. Only the wealthiest
and most favoured classes were in a
position to reach professional status. Few
possessed more than the bare necessities
of life. Newspapers, although weeks old,
were welcomed and eagerly read. Daily
newspapers in Co Tyrone were
practically unknown and therefore the
local paper played a vital role. 

R a i lw ay s
There were few railways in any part of

Ireland at that period, but the promotion
of railways had reached the stage of
practical politics and the first few issues
of the ‘Tyrone Constitution’ contained
several legal announcements by
companies which were setting up. The
first issue contains an announcement
under the heading “Londonderry and
Enniskillen Railway” stating that
application would be made in the next
session of Parliament for a Bill for
making and maintaining a railway, with
all proper and convenient stations,
wharfs, warehouses, bridges,

communications, conveniences and
other works to commence in the City of
Londonderry and to end in the Parish of
Enniskillen, and setting out the
townlands through which it was
proposed the railway would pass. This
route would appear to have been adopted
later without alteration and in the
succeeding years the construction of the
railway was proceeded with.

During the first 11 months of its
existence Mr Nelis published a
four-page paper with six columns a page,
but on October 3,1845 the number of
columns was increased to seven per page.
With the small type it was possible to
squeeze an abundance of news into the
four pages, but it must have proved
difficult to read particularly without the
benefit of modern lighting. “Fo re i g n
I n t e l l i ge n c e ” gave readers an excellent
informative resume of happenings in
other countries, and those responsible
for turning out the newspaper would
appear to have concentrated on provided
a good account account of world

happenings, rather than confining the
newspaper to local events.

 The editor during Mr Neils’
propriertorship was Mr James
McCutcheon, who brought the paper to
the forefront among weekly publications
in Ireland. Despite the high price and the
lack of education the demand for the
newspaper steadily increased,and it
became evident within a year, that its
success and its future development had
been well and truly laid. 

B ro t h e r
Mr Oliver W McCutcheon, a brother

of the editor, became reporter and
business manager at the outset and
actually set some of the type for the first
issue. He was just 18 and brought to bear
on the business side of the paper all the
vigour of youth. However, he did not
maintain his connection with the
Constitution for long, but resumed his
studies for the ministry of the Methodist
Church, to which he was admitted as a
junior minister in 1852.

He subsequently became president of
the Methodist College, Belfast, and one
of the prominent preachers of his
generation. He died on April 14, 1895.
There were many favourable reviews by
leading English periodicals and
newspapers of the first issue
Constitution and “The World”, a
prominent English publication of that

time said: “It is a very promising
newspaper both as regards matter and
typography. A local paper was, we think,
much required in the district, and we are
sure, judging from the gentleman who
controls the Tyrone Constitution that it
will be conducted with tact and
a b i l i t y. ”

Mr James McCutcheon, the first editor,
died in early life and it was a great tribute
to his work that a memorial was erected
to him by public subscription in
Cappagh Parish churchyard. Afterwards
Mr George McCutcheon, a relative of the
first family of McCutcheon, edited the
newspaper, but he forsook the editor’s
chair, also to become a minister of the
Methodist Church. He became a
missionary and after returning home
joined the Church of Ireland and became
rector of Kenmare, Co Kerry.

Mr Nelis continued as proprietor up to
1860, after which the newspaper and
printing works passed into the hands of
Mr George William McCutcheon.
During his period of ownership in 1864,
the Constitution office moved for a
period to 38 High Street, now occupied
by the Shoppers’ Rest restaurant. Mr
McCutcheon remained at the helm until
1867 when he sold the newspaper to Mr
Robert Buchanan, but as he only
remained in control for three months
little is known about him. He disposed of
the newspaper to Mr Nathaniel Carson,
who was one of the most prominent
figures in the community. He was a
member of the Town Commissioners
from 1853 almost up to his death, which
took place on February 3, 1895. 

In 1856 he became chairman of the
Town Commissioners. Mr Carson
introduced many new features to the
newspaper and further enlarged it. As
the Government stamp duty on
newspapers had been removed by this
stage, it reduced the price of the ‘C o n’ to
one penny. As a result Mr Carson saw the
newspaper’s circulation doubled and
t rebl e d .  

Ju b i l e e
He was proprietor when the

newspaper celebrated its golden jubilee
in 1894, and from the files of the
Constitution of that period we learn that
the hand press on which the first
impression was made was then in the
possession of Mr Joseph Taylor, of
Fintona. As a piece of newspaper
machinery it was obsolete, but in the
days of the old wooden press of the early
printers it was looked upon as a marvel of
engineering skill. Where the old hand
press went later when Mr Taylor gave up
the business, has never been discovered.
Mr Carson died after six weeks serious
illness and during the 28 years the
‘C o n s t i t u t i o n’ was under his
proprietorship it kept pace with the
progress of the age. He observed
discretion and good taste in everything
that he did and exercised careful
supervision over all news matters. 

In politics and religion he was regarded
as tolerant and liberal minded.

Mr John Barr then took over the reins
for just under nine years as proprietor
and editor . A native of Waterside,
Londonderry, he had been associated
with the Constitution during the greater
part of Mr Carson’s ownership as
manager, leader writer and reporter.
Under Mr Barr many improvements and
new features were introduced. He was
unremitting in his care and attention in
the production of the newspaper and his

responsibilities to the increasing circle of
readers and advertisers.

When he became proprietor the
newspaper was published on the site of
what is now the Nationwide Building
Society office, but he transferred the
office and works to the present premises.
Regarded as a man of great foresight, his
leadership saw the paper enlarged to
eight pages, which was a first for the
county. He also saw the introduction of
the linotype for typesetting. 

This was the first time in history that
the newspaper had been produced
entirely by machinery and the circulation
of the continued increase. Towards the
end of last century Mr Frank
McMenamin, a versatile Strabane
journalist, who had considerable
experience in Dublin journalism
returned to Strabane and established a
local weekly newspaper, and the
arrangement continued without
interruption during the lifetime of both
men, who became great friends. 

After the arrangement ended the
Constitution launched its own
newspaper for that area, the Strabane
Weekly news, which continues in
p u bl i c a t i o n .  

New councils
Mr Barr was owner of the newspaper

during a very interesting period of
history, with the passing of the Local
Government Act, the setting up of
county and urban councils, agricultural
committees and the inauguration of
technical education. A conservative
government was in power at
Westminster during the greater part of
his period as proprietor and the South
African War was fought and won. Mr
Barr died on January 14, 1904, at a
comparatively early age after four weeks
illness. His widow became the proprietor
and ran the newspaper for almost eight
months. 

Mr TJ McIlveen, who had been
reporter, became editor. During the
summer of the same year he resigned and
was succeeded by Mr James R Robinson,
an experienced journalist, who had been
on the staff of the “Ulster Echo”, Belfast,
and had much experience of provincial
jour nalism. 

Mr Robinson was a keen writer and
sportsman, as well as a brilliant
humourist and the pages of the
Constitution soon reflected his talents.
His life in connection with the
newspaper was, however, destined to be
brief, as he died the following summer

from a serious illness. In the autumn of
1904 Mr Thomas Johnston acquired
from Mrs Barr the controlling interest in
the Constitution, with Mrs Barr
retaining certain shares and soon
afterwards the newspaper became a
private limited liability company, with
Mr Johnston as managing director.

The other members of the first Board
were his brother, Mr Samuel Johnston, of
Johnston Brothers Ltd, and Mrs Barr.
Mr Johnston was at the head of the
newspaper for almost 38 years and under
his administration its circulation was
more than doubled. 

On two occasions, at least, the
newspaper was enlarged, more modern
machinery was introduced, electric
lighting was installed at a time when
electricity was practically unheard of in
the town, and no expense spared to bring
the works into conformity with the
steadily increasing influence of the
newspaper. Mr Johnston did not write
much for the newspaper himself. He led
an active life and was at the helm of other
important business concerns, as well as
being prominent in the public life of the
t ow n .  

An early riser, he was in his office
regularly shortly after seven o’clock each
mor ning. 

Council chairman
For almost 40 years he was a member

of the former Omagh Urban Council and

served as chairman for two periods. He
also served as chairman of the then
Tyrone and Fermanagh Mental Hospital
Committee.

He was also associated with Tyrone
County Hospital Committee, Omagh
Employment Committee, of which he
was chairman, County Tyrone Technical
Education Committee and numerous
other boards and committees which dealt
with matters affecting the town and
c o u n t y.  

It was in the realm of education that he
probably gave most to the community.
When Omagh Regional Education
Committee was established in 1926 with
extended power granted under the
Education Act of the Northern
Government he was appointed chairman
and held that post until his death. He was
one of the founders and a guarantor and
trustee of Omagh Academy, established
at the beginning of the present century.
He died on March 17, 1942. 

George William McCutcheon, owner
from 1860 to 1867.

Mr John Barr, owner from 1893 to
1904.

Mr Thomas Johnston, Chairman and
Managing Director, 1904-1942.

Continued on next page.
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Mr TE Johnston, his youngest son,
became chairman of the and Mr SS
Wilson, who had many years’ p ro d u c t i o n
experience became managing director.
The other board members were Mrs Barr,
Mr William Johnston, another son of Mr
Thomas Johnston, and Mr Norman
Wilson, a brother of SS Wilson. Mr TE
Johnston, a barrister, was legal adviser to
the Ministry of Town and County
Planning in London. He was a graduate
of Trinity College, Dublin. Educated at
the Methodist College, Mr Wilson
entered the Constitution as an apprentice
compositor in 1927. Serving the
customary trade years of apprenticeship
in both compositing and printing
departments he became works and
advertising manager in 1939, two years
after he had joined the board of

d i re c t o rs .
Mr Wilson was prominently involved

with printing industry trade associations

and public bodies, being a member of
Omagh Urban Council and the Tyrone
Education Committee among others. 
When the newspaper celebrated its
centenary, the editor was Mr Robert A
Parke, who spent his entire journalistic

career with the ‘C o n s t i t u t i o n’.
He joined the editorial staff as a junior

reporter and having served under three
editors, he was appointed  to the editorial
chair in 1914, exactly 10 years after he
joined the paper. 

Long service
A prodigious worker, he was the

newspaper’s longest serving editor,
having held the post for 54 years when he
retired in September, 1968. He was
succeeded by Mr Norman Armstrong as
editor, who joined the Constitution as a
junior reporter in 1951. After training, he
became a sub-editor on the now closed
Northern Whig in Belfast and later
moved to a similar post on the Belfast
Telegraph. Mr Armstrong returned to
Omagh in 1963 after being invited back
to the Constitution as deputy editor,
following the death of the chief reporter,
Mr Bob McFadden, and then became
editor. When Mr Wilson, who had
become chairman as well as managing
director, died in 1980, Mr Armstrong
succeeded him as managing director,
combining the post with that of editor. 

Mr Wilson’s widow, Kathleen, held the
position of chairman for a period before
handing over to her son, Maurice. The
year 1957 had seen a major step forward
in the production of the newspaper. The
old hand-fed printing machine gave way
to a new Cossar press which was housed
in an extension built to the printing
works, resulting in much faster printing
of the paper and making it available to
readers much earlier. 

The changes in production methods
meant the end of hot metal for producing
type. The Linotype had had its day. The

sounds that had been familiar to
generations of printers have given way to
the clock of keys on visual display units;
strips of print on paper have replaced
galleys of metal type – computer

technology has taken over.
However the late 1960s saw the start of

a revolution which was to transform the
appearance of weekly newspapers in the
Province. The Cossar was overtaken by
the present web-offset method of
printing, carried out on contract by
Lithoforme in Portadown. For the first
time in its history the Constitution was
no longer printed on its own premises.
But the bonus was much clearer
definition in print and photographs, a
change much appreciated by readers.
The opportunity was taken at the same
time to redesign the paper, the biggest
change being the introduction of page
one news which replaced auction
notices.

Mr TE Johnston, Chairman in the late
1940s.

Mr S.S. Wilson, former Chairman and
Managing Director.

Mr Robert Parke, Editor from 1914 to
1968.

Mr Maurice Wilson, a former Company
Chair man.

Mr Norman Armstrong, former Editor
and Managing Director.

Continued on next page.
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Mr Armstrong was succeeded by the
present editor, Mr Wesley Atchison,

who joined the ranks of the newspaper
as a junior reporter on July 1, 1974,

at the height of the Troubles and has
now completed over 45 years of service to
the ‘C o n’.

Inevitably his early work included
covering many heart-breaking and
traumatic events in West Tyrone, as the
area bore the brunt of the terror
campaign.

Omagh native, Mr Atchison,
progressed to deputy editor and
subsequently editor in January 1995.

In his early years as editor, the
newspaper was faced with covering the
worst single atrocity in the history of the
Troubles when a Real IRA car bomb
attack devastated Omagh town centre on
August 15, 1998 and claimed the lives of
29 people, including a woman pregnant
with twins.

As the enormity of the tragedy became
apparent, Mr Atchison and his team of
reporters worked tirelessly and diligently
to ensure comprehensive and sensitive

coverage of the tragedy within the pages
of the Tyrone Constitution.

In 1999 the newspaper was awarded
both UK and NI Weekly Newspaper of
the Year for its coverage of the Omagh
a t ro c i t y.

A change in the ownership of the
newspaper came about in the 1990s when
it became part of the Alpha Newspaper
Group, now known as Alpha Media
G ro u p.

In 2002 the newspaper was given a
major facelift when it bade farewell to its
traditional black and white broadsheet
making way for a bright 'new look'
format with an all colour tabloid size
'Con'.

In more recent years the newspaper has
also embraced the benefits of
technological advancements with online
editions and a large social media
p re s e n c e .

Away from the workplace, Mr Atchison
has been much involved in community
activities throughout his life, and in
January of this year he was bestowed the
honour of being appointed High Sheriff
for Co. Tyrone.

The current chief executive officer is
Mrs Jean Long who has a wealth of
experience in the newspaper industry.

The current editor Wesley Atchison. Capt Phillip Cruikshank

Editor who died at Somme
Following the death of James R Robinson as editor

in 1905, Philip Cruickshank took over in the editor’s
chair. Mr Cruickshank came to Omagh with a wide
and varied experience in journalism – first in his
native city of Aberdeen and afterwards in
Londonderry, where he had been chief reporter on
the ‘Londonderry Standard’. He became a
prominent personality in the district and under his
editorship the newspaper flourished. Mr
Cruickshank wrote powerfully in defence of the
Union and when the Home Rule question became 
one of concern to the loyalists of the country, he
became one of Lord Carson’s most active lieutenants
in Co Tyrone in organising the Unionist Clubs and
afterwards the Ulster Volunteer Force. He was one
of the principal officers in the Mid-Tyrone battalion
of the force, which was almost 2,000 strong. 

Mr Cruickshank became a leader of the volunteers
who entered what was then known as Kitchener’s
Army, and was promoted captain in the 9th
Battallion, Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers (Tyrone
Volunteers) with which he went to Finner Camp.
Soon afterwards he resigned as editor, but
frequently contributed special articles on the
progress of the war to the columns of the newspaper.
He was killed at the Battle of the Somme on July 1,
1916. 

The late Tom McDevitte, who for several decades was a contributor of
the ‘What Now’ column under the pen name ‘Barney McCool’. The ‘What
Now’ column was one of the longest-running regular features in any
newspaper. It originated by John Robert Clegg, under the name ‘The
Rambler’, in the 1870s while he was sub-editor on the Constitution.
After he stopped contributing to it, it disappeared for 10 years before it
found a new contributor, Wilson Guy, alias ‘Mat Mulcahey. After his
death in 1959 Mr McDevitte took up the mantle as Barney McCool.

The late Mat Mulcahey, alias Wilson Guy, was a former contributor of the ‘What
Now’ column.

Congratulations to the Tyrone Constitution on their 175th Anniversary
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1998 bomb tragedy – Omagh’s darkest day
that will forever be etched in our minds 

Saturday, August 15, 1998, is a
date that will forever be etched in
the minds of the people of Omagh
and much further afield.

Tragically, 29 people lost their
life in the county town of Tyrone
on the darkest of days during the
Troubles when a car bomb
exploded in the centre of town.

The attack was carried out by a
group who called themselves the
Real Irish Republican Army.

The bomb was detonated in a
vehicle parked on Market Street,
taking the life of innocent people,
including a woman pregnant with
twins. There were 220 injured,
making it the largest loss of life in
a single incident during the
c o n fl i c t .

To this day, no one has ever
been convicted for the Omagh
B o m b.

The atrocity shocked people all
over the world, with media across
the globe covering the story in
great length.

It was a heavy task that the
Tyrone Constitution sensitively,
and with compassion, covered
this horrific tragedy in our town
every step of the way.

The Queen expressed her
sympathy for the families of those
who had died, and the Prince of
Wales later visited Omagh to
meet those affected.

Tony Blair, who was Prime
Minister of the UK at the time,
called the bombing an "appalling
act of savagery and evil".

Glamorous English football
clubs Chelsea, Manchester
United and Liverpool played
sell-out matches against Omagh
Town at St Julian's to raise money
for the victims.

At the 20th anniversary service
last year, a hushed silence fell
upon Omagh.

An annual
inter-denominational service at
Omagh Memorial Garden was
held

on the Sunday before the
anniversary and on Wednesday,
August 15, 2018, a reflective
event took place at 2.55pm at the
bottom of Market Street to mark
the precise moment 20 years on
from the atrocity itself.

The short service was led by
Omagh Churches Forum and
opened with a short prayer,
followed by the ringing of a bell
32 times to reflect the 31 lives lost
in Omagh and an additional ring
in remembrance of all those who
have and continue to lose their
lives through such atrocities the

world over.
The bell stopped ringing at

3.10pm, the exact time the bomb
ex p l o d e d .

Earlier this year, families who
lost loved ones marked the 21st
anniversary privately for the first
time.

A number gathered at the
town's memorial garden to lay
flowers and stand for a minute's
silence to remember that fateful
d ay.

It also marked the first time
there was no public
commemoration of the event.

Remembering the victims of the 1998 Omagh bombing with
the laying of flowers in the aftermath of the atrocity.

The front page of the Tyrone Constitution’s paper dated August
20, 1998 that carried coverage of the horrific Omagh bomb
tragedy.

FLASHBACK: A devastating scene in the aftermath of the August 15,1998 Omagh bombing
which killed 29 people including a woman pregnant with twins. The Omagh bomb was the single
biggest atrocity in the history of the Troubles in Northern Ireland.
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Thursday, 16th August, 2018

OMAOMAGH REMEMBERSGH REMEMBERS
- 20 YEARS ON- 20 YEARS ON

Today we remember the victims, bereaved and all those who still bear the physical scars of the terrible evil
that visited Omagh on August 15, 1998. Be assured you are in the thoughts and prayers of this community
and those further afield on this milestone 20th anniversary, when a time of quiet reflection will be held at
the site of the bomb this afternoon (Wednesday). Our photo shows the scene at the memorial garden during
the service held on Sunday afternoon. (MORE COVERAGE ON PAGES 2, 3 AND 4 AND SPECIAL SUPPLE-
MENT PAGES 34 TO 47).

The Omagh Community Youth Choir, current and former members, singing 'Come join us at the Water', during the 20th anniversary service of the Omagh bomb. AN334318

Prince Charles and Mo Mowlam, the then Secretary of State and David Trimble, now Lord
Trimble former Ulster Unionist Party leader, looking at the many flowers which where laid
along Drumragh Avenue in the immediate aftermath of the Omagh bomb.

The former Prime Minister Tony Blair and his wife Cherie, and former US President Bill Clinton
and his wife, Hillary, pictured at the bomb site during a visit to Omagh in the wake of the August
1998 atrocity.
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The Tyrone Constitution staff in 1964. They are (back row, from left), Leslie McGrew, Freddy Caldwell, Robert Kilgore, Ernie Arbuckle, Sammy Johnston, Mark McGrath, Sammy Gallagher, Davy
McFarland and Raymond Managh. (Centre row, from left), Herbert Livingstone, Neil Johnston, Tommy Strain, Lottie Alexander, Jean McKinley, Gwen McIvor, Eileen McMichael, Joan Anderson,
Iris Booth, Jean Scott, Michael Brogan, Drew McDermott and Alan Retallic. (Front row, from left), Mary Johnston, Kia Kelly, Tommy McFarland, Norman Armstrong, Robert Parke, Stanley Wilson,
Adam Culbertson, George Bowles, Nat Maginnis, Doreen Dunlop and Maureen Harvey.

Congratulations to the 
Tyrone Constitution on 

175th Anniversary
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Opening of state-of-the-art £110m Omagh Hospital
and Primary Care Complex was an historic day 

June 20, 2017, was an
historic day in the town
of Omagh as the
state-of-the-art £110m
Omagh Hospital and
Primary Care Complex
opened its doors to the
public for the very first
time.

It was an emotional
time, too, as the staff
from the old Tyrone
County Hospital left
their beloved building,
which had served the
area for the past 118
years, for the final

time.
Glorious sunshine

reflected the mood of
the staff as they
welcomed patients and
visitors through the
doors for the first time
on a lovely summer's
mor ning.

Patients began to make
the short journey by
ambulance and
d i s a bl e d - f r i e n d ly
mini-buses from ‘the
County’ to the new
premises from around
8am.

The transfer, which
only took around two
hours, went smoothly
with 29 patients in total
transported from the
palliative care,
rehabilitation and the
cardiac assessment
units.

It signalled a new
chapter in the history of
healthcare for thousands
of patients in the Omagh
area and beyond.

In the build-up to the
big move from ‘the
County’ to the new

hospital, this newspaper
published a series of
comprehensive and
interviews with many
notable and
highly-respected figures
within ‘the County’
s t a ff.

And the 'Con' was
there to document the
thoughts of one of the
first patients welcomed
into the new facility,
Dromore man Philip
Ryan, who, after settling
into his single bedroom,
which offered wonderful

scenic views of the
Camowen River,
described it as "first
cl a s s " .

It was six days short of
the new hospital's first
anniversary when the
area officially celebrated
its official opening - but
it was worth the wait as
His Royal Highness
Prince Charles - almost
20 years on from his visit
to ‘the County' just days
after the Omagh Bomb
in August 1998 -
returned to the town to
do the honours.

On arrival, Prince
Charles was greeted by
Lord Lieutenant of
County Tyrone, Mr
Robert Scott and his
Cadet for Co Tyrone,
young Cadet Sergeant,
Davey Park (17), from
Omagh - and the 'Con'
photographers and
reporters were present
for the monumental
occasion.

Inside Prince Charles
- who arrived by
helicopter - met with
dignitaries and listened
to a short overview of
the hospital and spent
over an hour on site
meeting with staff,
patients and taking in
the state-of-the-art
f acility.

He was accompanied
by Niall Birthistle,
Trust chairman and Dr
Anne Killgallen, Trust
chief executive and met
with a range of
staff before viewing the
renal unit, palliative care
ward, cardiac
assessment/urgent care
and treatment centre,
GP Practice space and
the Macmillian
Information Hub.

Prince Charles paid
tribute to the many
professionals who

contribute to patients’
care in the facility – the
doctors, nurses, allied
health professionals,
support and
administration staff, for
all their work during the
official opening of
Omagh Hospital and
Primary Care Complex.

He spent almost an
hour touring the
multi-million health
complex where he spoke
warmly with staff and
patients.

As he prepared to

unveil a plaque to mark
the official opening of
the facility, the Prince
again paid a glowing
tribute to the staff.

On its first
anniversary, just a
fortnight after Prince
Charles' visit, the
Tyrone Constitution
reported that the new
hospital had already
dealt with upwards of
300,000 patients in one
capacity or another
since it had first
opened!

Staff of the outpatients department at the Omagh Hospital and Primary Care Complex meet
Prince Charles. They are Susan Bradley, Sinead McCrumlish, Stephanie Quinn and Rosemary
Potter. AN252318

Prince Charles clearly enjoying his visit to the Omagh Hospital and Primary Care Complex, which
he officially opened in June. (Photo by Kelvin Boyes/Press Eye). SU2517DB18

PROPERTY & 
CONVEYANCING

WILLS 
& PROBATE

Harold McCauley House
We want to extend our sincerest congratulations to the Tyrone 
Constitution on your 175th Anniversary. You can be very proud of all you 
have achieved in these years.  

You have always been a big support to Harold McCauley House since 
we opened 27 years ago, celebrating all our milestones, family days, 
Christmas’, coffee evenings, awards, fundraising, outings, advertising 
events and much, much more. You have done a lot for us and our 
community and must be commended and thanked. 

Can we take this opportunity to not only congratulate you all but to wish 
you all the best for the coming years from all at Harold McCauley House.
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The Queen Mother inspects a guard-of-honour while on a visit to
Lisanelly Camp.

Princess Alexandra being welcomed to Tyrone by the Duke of
Abercorn in 1987.

A right Royal affair... down through the years

LEFT: The Queen
receives a posy of
flowers from 14-
year-old heart
transplant patient,
Kirsty Clarke,
Lisnaskea, fol-
lowing the official
opening of the new
South West Acute
Hospital in En-
niskillen in June
2012. AN4511419

LEFT: Her Majesty
the Queen unveils
the plaque to offi-
cially open the
South West Acute
Hospital in En-
niskillen on June
26, 3012.
AN4511319

Local man, Ronnie Moore, meets Camilla, during the Royal
Visit to Omagh. AN4511519

Princess Anne is accompanied into the Boyd
Bedding factory at Doogary Industrial Estate,
Omagh, by the owner Raymond Boyd, during a
tour of the plant in February of this year.
IB0706CD19

A clipping of some of the many stories of local interest from the Tyrone
Constitution’s comprehensive coverage of the 60th anniversary of the
Queen’s Coronation in June 2013. In the main article Lady Moyra
Campbell, daughter of James Hamilton, the fourth Duke of Abercorn,
recalled the honour of performing the role of maid-of-honour at the
Queen’s Coronation on June 2, 1953.SU4531KM19

Providing clients with intelligent
property solutions

Property Consultants and Chartered Surveyors

Belfast Office:        028 9024 8181
Northern Office:    028 7034 4244
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Aughnacloy gas – And the death of Prince Albert
The arrival of 1856 brought news of the

marriage of the Rt Hon Sir Robert Peel,
bart., and Lady Emily Hay, youngest
daughter of the Marquis of Tweedale,
and sister to the Duchess of Wellington.
She was a slip of a girl at 20-years-old,
while Sir Robert was 16 years her
s e n i o r.  

Gas street lighting was introduced to
the village of Aughnacloy in 1856, and
was celebrated with an almost carnival
atmosphere. The younger members of
the village who witnessed the official
switching on of the lamps “m a n i fe s t e d
their pleasure during the entire evening
by loud cheers, and almost every variety
of enthusiastic approval”.

The Tyrone Constitution recorded the
event with eloquent flair: “The quality of
light afforded has more than realised, in
clearness and brilliancy, the most
sanguine anticipations of those engaged
in furthering the measure, while the fact
of no untoward event or mischance
occurring during the entire operations
has contributed materially to the
satisfaction universally felt at their
successful termination”. 

Scandal 
Scandals such as an Englishman who

had three wives did not escape the
attention of the Constitution. Even
though the miscreant was a Liverpudlian
sailor, the outrage of having three wives,
two of whom had children, was too good
to miss. The strange became even more
strange when, in a subsequent issue there
appeared a lengthy account on how a
man tried to sell his wife. It appears that
the man, Robert Rhodes, and the
woman, Miss Eastham, had been
married but a short time when they

“very soon forgot their vows to love and
ch e r i s h ” and relinquished their
fascination of each other’s charms. They
separated and both lived in separate
lodgings. “

“To bring the marriage knot to a
solution, the husband, on Monday last,
publicly led his wife through the streets
of the village in a halter, offering her sale
when, being viewed by one and
examined by another, she was ultimately,
after a little niggling, “k n o c ke d - d ow n ”
for 20 shillings!”

In the early 1860s unemployment must
have been as topical as it is today, as a
paragraph in the “Facts for Farmers”
section pointed out: “An agricultural
overseer being required for the Cork
District Lunatic Asylum, at a salary of
£30 per annum, no less than 25 stewards
of highly respectable appearance and
character offered themselves as
candidates for the situation. This
betokens great depression in the country
and want of employment.”

The big news for 1861 was the death of
Prince Albert, the Prince Consort to
Queen Victoria. Francis Charles
Augustus Albert Emanuel was born in
1819, the younger son of Ernest, Duke of
S a xe - C o b u rg - G o t h a .  

He was well educated and had cultured
tastes. He married the young Queen on
February 10,1840, and was given the title
Prince Consort in 1857. He died of
typhoid fever at Windsor Castle. 

It was in April 1862 that the Irish
Northern Western Railway was formed 
through the renaming of the Dundalk
and Enniskillen Railway company. The
new company received lengthy coverage
on the front page and in subsequent

issues, but such was the convoluted and
archaic manner in which the were set out
it is doubtful whether the staff and public
then, never mind now, could understand
it. 

Around the same time news of the
“Great Battle at Pittsburg” was relayed
to ‘C o n’ readers in Blow-by-blow
accounts from Fort Henry.

Murders were in the headlines in the
1860s and one which received
widespread coverage was that of John
Herdman, Esq, a partner in the firm of
Messrs. JJ Herdman, owners of the
Smithfield Spinning Mill and of Sion
Mills. He was described as one of the
most wealthiest and most respectable
manufacturers in the country. 

M u rd e re d
He was murdered on the road at

Cliftonville, Belfast, within view of his
own house. “It has never become our
duty to record the details of a crime more
deliberate, and invested with
circumstances of greater atrocity; and
fortunately, it is but rarely that such
horrible acts are perpetrated in the
North or Ireland”. 

The perpetrator of the deed used a
double-barrelled shot gun, which was
discharged at a distance of five yards. But
it was not only the local murders that
were catalogued. Murders from other
countries were featured on the front of
the newspaper with regularity. 

Every death by unnatural
circumstances received yards of space
including the attempted murder of a wife
by a drunkard. The man responsible was
sentenced to five years penal servitude. 

The escalation of shootings spurred the
Tyrone Constitution to comment on the

frenzy of a number f murders which had
occurred in various parts of the
Kingdom. 

“A phenomenon as curious as it is
appalling. Quickly and regularly the
mania has spread from Province to City,
bringing forth a succession of black
deeds of infamy, which raise thin
monuments in the accumulated hatred 
of mankind. 

“Intimidation and horror must not be
the mode of meeting a crisis like the
present. A fever has begun to spread
which, if it be not checked, threatens a
dissolution of Society.” 

On the topic of punishment for
criminals, some of the punishments
meted out in the mid 1860s seem obscure
by today’s standards. A man could get
five years penal servitude for attempted
murder, while a youth trespassing on

land and stealing wood could expect one
week in prison. 

The punishment for travelling on the
railway without a ticket was a £2 fine,
with one month in prison if he or she
def aulted. 

The outrageous crime of allowing a
donkey to graze on a public road would
have resulted in a fine of one shilling, and
allowing people to drink after hours on
licensed premises resulted in a fine of
£1. 

Meanwhile, if you were disposed to
send a threatening letter in an act of
revenge on someone then you could
expect four years of penal servitude. In
January of 1865 the Lord Lieutenant
approved of the appointment of John
George Smyly, Esq to be a deputy
lieutenant for Tyrone, in place of William
S Richard Brady, Esq, Deceased. 

Through the Years 1856-1865

A rare painting of Spillar’s
Place, Omagh, by J Carson
showing the now demolished
cottages.

Announcing the new sponsorship deal were Nigel Walsh, Director, Commercial Banking, Ulster Bank, Mark Crimmins, Head of 
Ulster Bank in Northern Ireland, Rhonda Geary, Operations Director at the RUAS, Alan Crowe, Chief Executive of the RUAS, and Billy 
Martin, President of the RUAS.

Boost for Balmoral as Ulster Bank  
announces significant new sponsorship deal
Ulster Bank has announced a new 
deal to continue its sponsorship 
of Northern Ireland’s largest 
agricultural event, The Balmoral 
Show.
The announcement, which was made 
at Cloughbane Farm, one of Ulster 
Bank’s leading agri-food customers, 
will see the partnership extended until 
2022, with the Show continuing to be 
referred to as The Balmoral Show in 
partnership with Ulster Bank.
As principal sponsor of the event 
since 2009, Ulster Bank has raised The 
Balmoral Show’s profile and helped 
it grow from strength to strength 
throughout the last decade.
Making the announcement, Ulster 
Bank’s Head of NI, Mark Crimmins, 
said he was looking forward to 
continuing the bank’s close and long-
standing association with the Show. 
“The Balmoral Show is one of 
Northern Ireland’s leading events, 
both in terms of economic importance 
and popularity and we are proud 
to be so closely associated with the 
event. Renewing the sponsorship of 
the Balmoral Show underpins Ulster 
Bank’s commitment to the local agri-
food sector and we look forward to 
strengthening this relationship as 

we move into the next phase of our 
sponsorship.
“Of course, these are challenging 
times for many farmers, and we see 
our sponsorship as further reassurance 
to our agri-customers that we are here 
to support them through the good 
times and the more difficult times. 
Such challenges only reinforce the 
significance of the Show to the wider 
industry as it provides a place for 
farmers and producers to meet, share 
experiences and seek the support they 
need for the year ahead.”
Show organisers the Royal Ulster 
Agricultural Society were also in 
attendance at the event and welcomed 
the extension of the sponsorship 
agreement. 
Alan Crowe, Chief Executive, RUAS said 
“The Balmoral Show has undergone 
many major and positive changes 
in the last 10 years and Ulster Bank 
has been a firm partner through that 
journey. We relocated the Show out 
of Belfast city to Balmoral Park in 2014 
and reintroduced the 4 day format in 
2017 with the addition of a Saturday 
to the schedule for the first time ever, 
allowing us to attract over 120,000 
visitors throughout the 4 daysand to 
attract a new audience to the Show.  

Going forward our aim is to continue 
to grow and widen the Show’s appeal, 
and to do so we rely increasingly on 
the support and strategic guidance 
from our principal sponsor, Ulster 
Bank.”
Also at the event were members of 
the Guild of Agricultural Journalists 
who spent the morning touring 
Cloughbane Farm and hearing about 
the growth of the company and how 
this has been supported by Ulster 
Bank. 
Mark continued, “Our activity at the 
Show over the last number of years 
has focused on positioning Ulster Bank 
as an ingredient in our customers’ 
success so it’s fitting that we have 
gathered at Cloughbane Farm today 
as a further extension of this pledge.”
The 2020 Balmoral Show in partnership 
with Ulster Bank takes place from 13th 
-16th May. More information can be 
found at www.balmoralshow.co.uk.
Please contact Ulster Bank’s Senior 
Agricultural Manager Cormac 
McKervey if you wish to discuss 
you banking requirements for 2020:  
cormac.mckervey@ulsterbank.com or 
on 07766071008;

That’s why we offer:

•  Our free online knowledge store, Ulster Bank ContentLive,  
sharing thought leadership from others

•  Free Boost events to help you make connections and grow

•  Free support for either aspiring start-ups or scale up businesses,  
through our Ulster Bank Accelerator programme

•  Professionally accredited team with local knowledge

To discover more, Search Ulster Bank business

We’re here to help boost  
your agricultural business

234013634.indd   1 11/06/2019   12:46
Generated at: Tue Jun 11 12:52:49 2019
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Making the
headlines over
the decades...

We are proud to be entrusted with the printing 
of all Alpha Media Group’s Newspapers and  

wish them continued success.

140 Duncrue Street, M2 Business Park, Belfast BT3 9AR
Telephone +44 (0) 28 9075 7050  •  Facsimilie +44 (0) 28 9075 7057
Email info@interpress.co.uk  •  www.interpress.co.uk 
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One of the many notable visitors to Omagh was
the then Governor of Northern Ireland, Lord
Wakehurst. He is pictured during a visit to the
Model School, chatting to Mr Robert Bratton,
chairman of Tyrone Education Committee and
Rev (later Canon) JEV Wakely, rector of St
Columba's Parish Church.

Coronation Street star, Johnny Briggs, with two young fans, when he
came here in 1984.

Entertainer and TV personality Sir Harry Seacombe with young people at
the Ulster American Folk Park, where he received an edition of his
"Highway" programme.

Sir Alex Ferguson with one of his fans. He visited Omagh back in
January 2004.

Irish pop star Ronan Keating, who 'lit-up' Omagh on November 2004
during the town’s Christmas lights switch-on event.

The "Iron Lady", Margaret Thatcher, shows her maternal side by com-
forting a young boy when she came here as Prime Minister.

American Astronaut Col James Irwin visiting
his Pomeroy relatives in 1978, six years after
his moon mission.

A snapshot of some of
Omagh’s famous visitors

Congratulations 
to The Tyrone 
Constitution 
in their 175th 
Anniversary

For all enquiries contact: MRS RUTH MONTGOMERY
27 MAIN STREET, AUGHER, CO. TYRONE, BT77 0BG

Telephone: 028 8554 8883
Email: cloghershow27@hotmail.com

www.cloghervalleyshow.com

at Augher, Co. Tyrone
WEDNESDAY 29th JULY 2020

Clogher Valley Show wish The Tyrone Constitution 
many congratulations on 175 years

ANNUAL

102nd SHOW
“Congratulations to 

The Tyrone Constitution on their 
175th Anniversary” 

Tel: 028 8224 2521

Email: info@sallysofomagh.com

www.sallysofomagh.com

/sallysofomagh1

/sallysofomagh

/sallysofomagh
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Through the Years 1866-1875

The Newtownstewart bank murder
 IN the 1800s daily newspapers were unknown

in Tyrone so the Tyrone Constitution filled its
readers in on foreign news, gathered from other
newspapers, such as the Yorkshire Post,
Manchester Guardian, Hamburg Barson, The
Melbourne Argus and The Times. 

Those responsible for producing the
newspaper seemed to have concentrated on
providing a good account of what was
happening around the world, rather than
reporting local events, although local news also
found its place in the newspaper. 

With an expansion of the railway network in
Northern Ireland, the Londonderry to
Enniskillen line, the Portadown to Omagh line
and the opening of the Bundoran line in 1866,
travel was made much easier compared to the
slow and cumbersome stage coach and horse
drawn carts in use. Not only was this
advantageous for those wishing to travel, but it
also meant that the newspaper’s circulation
increased as more people were able to receive a
c o py.  

When the Government stamp duty on
newspapers was removed, the price of the paper
was subsequently reduced. This reduction in
price, meant that there was a dramatic increase
in circulation. 

Following the elections of November 1867,
Gladstone came to power and “the Right
Honorable Henry Thomas Lowry Corry and
Lord Claude Hamilton, who have so long and so
honorably represented the County of Tyrone,
were again re-elected without opposition. The
political faith of the vast majority of the Tyrone
electors is staunch Conservative,” reported the
p a p e r.

A Christmas treat for the children of the
workhouse in Dungannon was recorded in the
paper in 1868. “Two beautiful trees were
presented. On these two beautiful trees there

were 144 wax tapers and they were also loaded
with a large number of very costly toys. The
effect when the tapers were lighted was
beautiful. 123 children were seated round the
room, whilst the ladies and some gentlemen
distributed buns, fruit and toys, one toy to each
ch i l d . ” 

Railway accidents were quite common at that
time and in 1869 the Constitution recorded the
fatal accident of a man on the Irish North
Western Railway who “was proceeding in the
4.50 train from his town to Trillick, when about
one mile from Fintona junction, he opened the
door (the train being in motion) for the purpose
it is supposed, of getting out, and in doing so fell
from the step of the carriage to the ground.
When found some time after he was quite dead.
It is stated he was under the influence of
drink.”

Another accident at Beragh station occurred
when a goods train ran off the line at the points
and “caused an entire cessation of traffic to and
from Omagh.”

Gas Supply
There were complaints about the failing gas

supply in October 1867,. when, a report stated
that “on Saturday nigh last, at 10 o’clock, the
gas went out in most, if not all, the shops and
houses in Omagh.” Some shops closed earlier
than usual, and in others candles were lighted. It
was believed to have been the work of a careless
workman. Further reports suggested “that the
lowering or going out of the gas, which has
frequently occurred on Saturday nights, is
owing to the difficulty experienced is providing
for the very large extra quantity of gas
comsumed by the town on those nights.

On other nights a number of shops close at
seven o’clock, the greater number at eight, and
very few later than nine o’clock, the greater
number after ten o’clock and a considerable

number after eleven o’cl o c k .  
Charles Dickens

Concerns over the health of Charles Dickens
were reported in April 1869. The Constitution
reported that he was said to have been
“seriously unwell through excessive exhaustion
and fatigue of body and mind consequent to
public readings and long frequent journeys.” 

According to Mr Dickens’, doctor, he wasn’t
due to resume his readings for several months.
On a lighter note the Constitution encouraged
its readers to try the new taste for salmon and
hot pickles. This apetitising meal was described
as “the turning point in a fish dinner. The
mingled piquancy and richness” was said to
“stimulate the palate, titillate the appetite and
cheer the dinner on.” 

Gleaned from the petty sessions court cases
the paper regularly reported newsworthy events
from the locality and further afield.

Such events often included disputes between
servants and their masters such a servant from
Seskinore who was fined for leaving his master’s
service and a maid who was ordered to either
return to her master or go to jail for two weeks.
Another incident involving a master and his
servant was described in a later edition of the
paper when the servant was charged with
“misconducting” himself while in his master’s
s e rv i c e .  

Clothing Society
The people of Omagh were urged by the

paper, to support the “Omagh Penny Clothing
Society”. “This society deserves to be very
liberally supported,” reported the paper. “It not
only supplies clothing to the poor people at the
season when they most require it, but also
encourages habits of economy and forethought
on the part of the recipients,” 

According to the rules of the society each poor
person contributing one penny per week
receives at the end of the year twice the value of
the contributions in clothing. “One of the most
striking improvements which has been effected
in this town for some time,” reported the paper
in December 1867, “is the alteration recently
made in the unsightly building in Gortmore,
known as the commissariat store. The premises
have been taken over by Mr R McConnell, and
turned into a coach factory. The store has been
thoroughly renovated, and the old walls in front
taken down, and in their place supplied by
ornamental railing. Altogether the change has
given quite an improved appearance to that end
of the town.”

Cheap Farms 
“Cheap and fertile farms with sure

investments for capital and rich rewards for
labour” were advertised to encourage people to
emigrate to Minnesota in America. Emigrants
were promised “a healthy climate, pure water,
timber and prairie lands on the line of the
Northern Pacific Railroad with direct access to
the Atlantic markets.” A map and full
information about the “Yeovil and Furness
Colonies” were available to from offices in
London and Liverpool. 

An advertisement from Omagh Ladies School,
at James Street in Omagh, offered residential
and non-residential courses for girls in the area
for “the instruction” of “English, French,
German, Italian, arithmetic, book-keeping,
Euclid geography, lain and fancy needlework,
drawing in its various branches, and painting in
oil and water colours.” 

Advertisements for employment were
frequently found on the front page, such an
advertisement for a “male turkey” for Omagh
jail. The advertisement stated that: “The Board
of Superintendence will, at their meeting on
12th March 1874, at 2 o’clock proceed to
appoint a male warder at a yearly salary of £20,
with an allowance of £16 in lieu of rations.” 

The employee was also entitled to a “suit of
uniform annually, also a green coat every third
year, apartments, fuel and light.” Qualifications
for the job were that, “candidates must be able
to read and write and keep simple accounts and
age not to exceed 30 years.”

The jail, which served Co Tyrone, was situated

at the Derry Road, having originally occupied
the site of the present courthouse. Its most
famous inmate was probably Thomas Hartley
Montgomery who was hanged at 8am on August
26, 1873 for the murder of the Newtownstewart
bank cashier, William Glass, who was hacked to
death on June 29, 1871. The case caused quite
a sensation as Montgomery was Glass’s friend
and a police inspector, who initially investigated
his own crime. 

He underwent two trials in which the jury
disagreed but new evidence of Montgomery’s
financial pressure, partly due to gambling debts,
helped persuade the third jury if his guilt in just
20 minutes. When he was convicted,
Montgomery took the unusual step of speaking
in his own defence when he claimed that in June
1870 he had been given poison by his uncle,
Joseph Bradshaw and that this led him to
become weakminded. He claimed he had
become so mentally affected by this that he
allowed himself to be forced to marry his
w i fe .  

However a ledger which appeared in the
Constitution from a doctor in Newtownards
refuted Montgomery’s claims. In a most
unusual step, the press demanded, and was
granted an interview with Montgomery.
Indeed, a notice in the Constitution, of August
8 1863, by Tyrone County Prison stated that:
“At a special meeting of the Board of
Superintendence held this day, it was resolved –
that the board condemn most strongly the
admission of reporters to see the convict,
Thomas H Montgomery. They are of the
opinion that in giving orders of admission the
Sheriff exceeded his authority and they cannot
but express their disapproval of the local
inspector and governor having acted upon it,
and they direct that for the future no person
shall be admitted to see the prisoner but his
relations or intimate friends.”

Execution
On August 22, the newspaper stated that the

arrangements for Montgomery’s execution had
been completed. “The preparations in the goal,
the sound of the hammers while the carpenters
were erecting the scaffold, visibly affected the
culprit, causing his strong frame to shudder,”
reported the paper. 

“It appears that the prison authorities could
not with the most tempting offers induce any
local tradesman to undertake the job.
Ultimately at an expense of about £20 they
brought to Omagh the men that erected the
scaffold in Cavan, a few days ago.” 

In a most unusual step the Sheriff agreed that
two reporters could be admitted to witness the
execution, however, “after grave consideration,
the members of the came to the conclusion that
they should either all be admitted or none.” The
Sheriff replied that “his mind was inexorably
made up. He would only admit two
re porters.”

Calm
The prisoner was visited daily by Rev William

Charles, the Protestant Chaplin for the jail, and
by Rev John Donald, Wesleyan minister. Rev
Christopher Irvine also visited the prisoner who
was said to be “calm and collected”, and a
suggestion by Rev Smith, for a prayer for the
convict was also printed in the paper. 

A severe thunderstorm, which preceded his
execution that morning in August, led many
local people to believe that heaven had sent an
evildoer was being justly punished. The paper
reported that, “the dawn of the morning broke
eerie and gloomy. The prison bell now began to
toll its funeral peal, apprising the outer world
that a soul was about to pass away to face its
Eternal Judge.”

Every shop in the town was reported to have
been closed and the streets were deserted. A few
minutes after eight o’clock the bell stopped
ringing and the black flag was displayed. The
execution was extensively documented by the
Constitution and attracted much interest, so
much so that the paper puplished an article
which had appeared in the “Medical Press”
about the execution of Montgomery.
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It all began with a road scheme that almost brought
Omagh to a standstill...or at least a corner of it

Deric Henderson worked full time for the Tyrone
Constitution from 1968 to 1973 when he moved to
the Belfast Telegraph.  He joined the Press
Association, the national news agency for the UK and
Ireland in Fleet St in 1980 and was appointed Ireland
Editor in 1998. 

He retired in 2014 to set up a consultancy business,
Deric Henderson Media. He wrote the best seller,
“Let This Be Our Secret” and later with his friend
and colleague Ivan Little, formerly of UTV, he
co-edited another best seller, “Reporting the
Tro u bl e s ”.

Deric begins by recalling a story about how Omagh
was brought to a standstill. Or at least a corner of
it...

A major road widening scheme on the Dublin
Road, just outside First Omagh Presbyterian
Church, and close to where Torney’s Garage used to
be, was about to start.

All the equipment, to prepare the way for the
construction men to move in, was in place when
suddenly the process had to be halted.

Back then, in the late 60’s and early 70’s, the
atmosphere in Omagh, like most towns and cities
across Northern Ireland, at the time wasn’t
particularly nice. The emerging Civil Rights
movement calling for one man one vote, an end to
jobs discrimination and the introduction of a fairer
system of housing allocation – all perfectly
reasonable demands – seemed to blindside us all.

 But despite all the tensions and civil unrest, there
was still a sense of old decency about the place.  The
reporters who frequented the Dickensian offices of
the Tyrone Constitution in High Street were in many
ways a privileged lot with the sort of access not
always available most townsfolk.

I often sat in the front passenger seat as the Gerry
Murnaghan, a solicitor, drove to represent his clients
at Castlederg Court. The urbane Turlough
Montague from Fintona, another very eminent
lawyer, rarely left Kesh without inviting me to join
him for coffee in a nearby hostelry after the monthly
public legal proceedings had ended.

John Fyffe, then a Crown Solicitor, was always good
for a lift and maybe a little gossip, and I remember
when he started out, the late Pat Fahy allowing me a
place in his car as he took his first tentative steps
towards launching a hugely successful practice.

TD McCrea Elliott, the softly spoken magistrate at
Enniskillen, Clogher and Fivemiletown courts was
an absolute gentleman. Sometimes it seemed he’d
prefer to go to prison himself rather than sentence
anybody to three months in  Crumlin Road jail.

Unlike the more intolerant William Miller who
insisted that his business in Omagh Courthouse was
completed by Monday lunchtime, and certainly no
later than mid-afternoon.

I recall the Saturday night his home off the Hospital
Road was bombed by the IRA. He was uninjured and
was able to resume his duties the following week
dealing with offenders, usually the most serious for
fighting and behaving in a disorderly manner after
over indulging in cheap red wine, straight from the
bottle. 

Ordinary crime
Oma gh’s ordinary crime rate in those days was

fairly low with maybe no more than 20 summonses a
we e k .

Judge William Johnson who presided over Tyrone
County Court, wore white cotton gloves and covered
his mouth with a handkerchief for fear of catching a
bug.  His faithful and unassuming tipstaff (assistant)
Frank Norton, loved to get away from the violence of
Belfast for the relative comfort of a room, and a good
steak, in Dai and Elaine Waterson’s Royal Arms
Hotel.

My weekly wages would barely cover the price of a
first course nowadays, and free meals tended to
guarantee full editorial and photographic coverage. 
Fivemiletown Chamber of Commerce’s annual
dinner in John Williamson’s Valley Hotel was always
given top priority, and Vincent Courtney, big in the
world of agriculture, who ran the Ulster Irish Red
Setter Club was also a terrific host following the
gundog trials on Murley Mountain.   

Admission to Noel Donaghy’s County Cinema was
complimentary, and at the height of the showband
dance era, Norton McAllister and his team of door

stewards who were there to keep the peace, always
waved you through.  Other off- duty nights tended
to begin with a shared bottle of sparkling wine in
Brian O’K ane’s trendy upstairs Wine Lodge in
High St., before our crowd adjourned to Eddie
M c G i n n’s at Killyclogher to dance to Willie
Donnell’s Stone Canyon Band.

Socialising
Socialising took its toll from time to time. A

colleague was once suspended for driving with
excess alcohol – the report of his court case was
deliberately positioned on the front page of that
we e k ’s paper as a warning to other offenders
seeking no publicity - and when I wore the No.6
shirt for George Henderson’s Dunbreen Rovers
without any success in the First Division of the
Fermanagh & Western League – it was usually with
a thumping hangover.

As well as the courts, reporting sport, especially
local soccer, was also a huge part of my brief.  The
Battisti Cup was a massive draw at the
Showgrounds every Saturday night during the
summer with football teams from all over Ireland,
and one from Scotland – the mysterious Carfin
Emeralds – playing for a £300 first prize.

Omagh Town was then an average Irish League
‘B’ Division club. That was the era of the likes of
Patsy O’Donnell, Neil Barbour and Nigel
Patterson, three fine footballers,  as well the early
stages of the career of Pat Sharkey from Cannondale
who went on to play for Ipswich Town and once for
Northern Ireland.

Mrs WW Taylor, a tennis player of some renown,
but clearly getting on in years, was first challenged
by me to disclose her age as far back as 1966 on
finals day at the Tyrone Hardcourt Championships
at Campsie, the afternoon of England’s World Cup
victory. At the time I was working as a junior
reporter during my school holidays, before the then
editor Norman Armstrong offered me a permanent
job to replace the departing Neil Johnston.

Mrs Taylor was engaged about her age every time
we met, and quite rightly refused to respond to
such rude inquisition.  We never fell out, and I
suspect she was in her eighties when she decided to
pack it in many years later.

Big scoop
I got my first big scoop while playing table tennis

in Omagh YMCA, where an off duty police officer
at the other side of the table, tipped me off about a
domestic murder in the town. It was before the
outbreak of the Troubles, and a sensation at the
time.

Omagh Academicals rugby club became the
proud new owners of the Thomas Mellon Playing
Fields after their irrepressible honorary secretary
Billy Beatty charmed the fabulously wealthy and
influential Mellon family from Pittsburgh,

Pennsylvania whose homestead was just down the
road at Mountjoy, to write a cheque beyond his
wildest dreams.

 I recall the looks of disbelief and bewilderment
on the faces of the GAA men as attempts were made
to retrieve a JCB digger which disappeared into bog
land as work started to prepare St Enda’s new pitch
at grounds on the Gortin Road.

It was before it became known at Healy Park, and
it was there on a bitterly cold Sunday in the dead of
winter when Tyrone played a National League
game that I heard the rattle of a collection box
getting louder, and closer, as we stood on a grassy
bank which passed for terracing to watch the
m a t ch .  

The young man who carried it was from Strabane
and he was on a fund raising mission on behalf of
the Tyrone Prisoners’ Dependents Fund.  The face
was familiar.

A year or so previously we played on the same
Omagh Harps football team, I being the only
Protestant from the Hospital Road side of the town,
on a squad drawn mainly from Centenary Park and
Gallows Hills, embracing each other every time we
s c o re d .    

On that afternoon however, there were no hugs or
words of encouragement, just a nod of
acknowledgement, and then a slight feeling of
embarrassment and probably regret as he
disappeared into the crowd.

The Troubles had impacted on so many ways.
 Even though I was a relatively inexperienced

journalist attempting to follow an agenda free of
any bias, these were awkward and challenging
times trying to maintain relationships stretching
back a decade and more.  All the bombings and
shootings. The politics.  So many murders. So

many tragedies, leaving you to knock on doors and
apologising for intruding on grieving relatives.

The murder of a girl called Marian Beattie, a
teenager from Portadown, whose body was found at
the bottom of a quarry near Aughnacloy early one
Saturday morning in March 1973, where a charity
dance had been held the night before, stands out. 
Her killer has never been found, although I believe
her family strongly suspect who he is.

 I’ll never forget interviewing a heartbroken
mother in the tiny kitchen of her home outside
Castlederg, a town which suffered more than most,
as she reflected on the loss of her son shot dead in
the yard outside the day before.

But more than 45 years after leaving Omagh to
pursue a career in Belfast and then Fleet St., I’m
glad to report that so many friendships and
relationships which began in my hometown are as
solid today as they were back then.

Sadly, one of the men involved in that road
widening scheme outside First Omagh on the
Dublin Road which had to be suspended, is no
longer with us. He liked the odd pint, and quit
smoking to silence a terrible cough.

That summer’s morning when he was put
through to my desk, he was standing in a phone box
in Market St.  Nature and birdlife had intervened
to disrupt the timetable for the roadworks.

 “Yo u ’re never going to believe this,” he said. 
“We ’re having to wait for a bloody blackbird’s eggs
to hatch. 

“There is a nest up on one of the trees outside the
church, and we’ve been warned by the
environmental people not to touch it, or cut the tree
down, until the chicks are ready leave.

“God only knows when that’s going to happen. 
Can you believe that?”

MEMORIES OF A CON REPORTER...

Former Tyrone Constitution reporter Deric
Henderson.

Telestack Ltd | Bankmore Way East | Omagh
(028) 82 251100 | info@telestack.com

Helping 
the Tyrone Constitution 

celebrate 175 years within 
the local community of Omagh 
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MEMORIES OF A CON REPORTER...

Omagh’s famous
Royal Arms

ballroom and the
swinging ‘60s

Don McAleer worked as a reporter at the Tyrone
Constitution from 1965 to 1974. He then worked on
the Belfast Telegraph and moved to the Government
Information Service at Stormont in 1977. He is now
re t i re d .

Here Don waxes lyrical on the showband era in
Tyrone and the ‘enthralling’ social life of the ‘60s and
70s...

Sit down to reminisce with anyone about days long
gone in Tyrone and within 10 minutes the Royal Arms
Hotel and its famous ballroom will be the central topic
of conversation.

The files of the Tyrone Constitution have many a
story to tell and one of the most enthralling is the social
life people enjoyed in the ‘60s and ‘70s and central to
this was the Royal Arms.

If young people take a while to look back at what
their parents and grandparents had by way of
entertainment they will be more than envious.

The entertainment page in the paper had a full
programme from the County Cinema and there was
also the Gorey Cinema in Newtownstewart and the
Montague in Dromore.

But it was the dances which filled several columns,
and top of the list was the ‘Ar ms’ where dances were
held every Friday night and sometimes midweek as
we l l .

There were many showbands on the local scene and
even more from far-flung parts. It is debatable as to
whether the number of bands gave rise to the
proliferation of venues or vice-versa, but when the
Con came out on a Thursday there was no end to
ch o i c e .

The Royal Arms famous ballroom was down an
entryway behind the main hotel on High Street. It had
a unique atmosphere with a mineral bar on a balcony
at the rear of the ballroom and one of the hotel’s bars
was situated just outside the main entrance to the
d a n c e fl o o r.

Down the years the illustrious stage hosted all of
I re l a n d ’s top showbands as well as many of the
international personalities who topped the hit
parade.

S wo o n e d
Girls swooned at Tom Jones, Engelbert

Humperdinck, Frank Ifield and Roy Orbinson to
mention just a few. And the lovely Dusty Springfield
made more than one appearance.

Proprietors Dai and Elaine Waterson were well
known to all the members of the top showbands and
they brought them back time after time to entertain
the large crowds which turned out on a weekly basis.
The entrance fee was usually 7s 6d (37½ p for those
who need a conversion).

Brendan Bowyer and the Royal Showband regularly
had the place hopping to the hucklebuck. Dickie Rock
and the Miami banged out their best and Eileen Reid
and the Cadets were always a firm favourite. Larry
Cunningham and the Mighty Avons got a big
appreciation when they rendered the Wicklow Hills
and there was inevitably a huge turnout for Big Tom
and his Mainliners. Dave Grover with his highly
skilled musicians delivered the goods every time as did
the Freshmen.

Then there were the Tyrone bands who could have
kept the show running on their own. The Clipper
Carlton, said to have been the original showband,
appeared regularly as did Shay Hutchinson and the
Melody Aces, the Plattermen, Brian Coll and the
Buckaroos, Dawn Knight and the Casuals, Derrick
and Sounds and Hugh Duncan and his Tallmen.

The crowds were always big and especially for events
such as the annual Omagh Show dance. Dai Waterson
was always at hand to ensure that things went as they
should and a team of stewards, or bouncers as some
unkindly called them, were in attendance too.

Billy Hannigan was perhaps the best known of the

team and claimed he only wore a bow tie so that he
could not be strangled with a conventional one if a
tussle arose! Other members of the team were Snowy
Hannigan, Johnny McLaughlin, Paddy Crawford and
Norton McAllister.

Big stars
When big stars came to town they usually did so as

part of a small circuit involving the Embassy in Derry,
the Palindrome in Strabane, run by Doogie Cooper
and the Royal Arms.

Omagh was usually last on the list with a late finish.
This was particularly so when the Dubliners made an
appearance in the early ‘70s. They had stopped for
refreshments en route and did not apologise for the
delay or for their disregard of the “re q u e s t ” not play
rebel songs to a mixed crowd. Some of the group were
still to be heard playing in the hotel’s Tavern when folk
were making their way to work the next morning.

The Royal Arms was not the only show in town as
the Silverbirch and Knock ma Moe Castle provided
excellent venues too. In earlier days there was the Star
Ballroom on Sedan Avenue and the Foresters Hall.
The Gap at Mullaslin near Carrickmore also drew the
crowds for a time.

In the ‘60s and ‘70s virtually every town and village
had its own dance scene and in the autumn each would
have a Harvest Queen competition, when the prettiest
girl in the hall was chosen. The grand final (The
Tyrone Harvest Queen) was held in Cloughfin Orange
Hall in Sixmilecross as the grand finale. It was a big
date in the calendar for many and a marking for which
Con reporters jostled.

Castlederg had its ballroom of romance in the Derg
Valley Hotel, run by Mark Byrne, and then there was
the Saturday night “Class”. It began as a class to teach
young people the finer aspects of engaging a partner
on the dancefloor but became so popular with folk
wanting some evening entertainment that it evolved
into a weekly dance. The instruction element
d i s a p p e a re d .

In those days there was even more choice for people
who were prepared to travel further afield.

Dungannon boasted the Commercial Ballroom and
Dickies, Portadown had the Saego, which was
considered worth the journey by some.

The showband scene in Ireland is legendary and for
those who were part of it in any way, it will be a
life-long memory. Various elements contributed to its
decline including the introduction of lounges with
music when they got entertainment licences and the
discotheque.

Bad cess to the disco!

Former Tyrone Constitution reporter Don
McAleer

A trip to Trillick
Petty Sessions and
a lucky escape for
former reporter

Retired journalist and former Tyrone Con
reporter, Ivan McMichael, recalls the fateful day
of December 7, 1960...

It was a crisp, frosty morning as I hopped into
Billy Roy's two-tone green Wolseley car to head to
Trillick Petty Sessions. Reporters in those distant
days had two options - bike it or hitch a lift!
So a seat with the Clerk of Petty Sessions was
prized. Not only was two-way transport
guaranteed, a close working relationship with the
court boss could be enhanced.
Out the Dromore Road we headed and soon were
on the cement surface at Fireagh - known to the
wags as Korea.
Billy was a careful driver and there was no
question of speeding as his four-wheel pride and
joy lurched towards the ditch on an icy patch of
ro a dway.
He wrestled with the steering wheel, got the car
back on the road, albeit at right angles.
But the car was practically stationary as an Ulster
Transport Authority bus came round a bend.
The bus driver did his best to avoid hitting us but
the icy road meant he kept on coming.
The inevitable crash was not very severe but a
stanchion between the doors was driven inwards
and hit Billy's head below his right ear. 
My recollection of what happened next is hazy but
I will never forget the chilling, yet professional
reaction of a nurse who was quickly on the
scene.
"Don't worry about the driver, he's dead, look after
the young fella," she said or words to that effect. 
My only injuries were a gash on the forehead and
a bump on the knee.
The statement that Billy was dead I found difficult
to take in as there was not a mark on him that I
could see. 
Death's only indicator was the pool of dark, almost
black, blood in the lobe of his right ear.
I don't remember leaving the fatal scene but do
recall being taken to the Royal Arms Hotel by Mr
Stanley  Wilson, The Con's managing director.   
I suppose the intention was to get me a stiff drink
to help me get over the shocking tragedy.
But Dr Aidan Lagan who was in the hotel would
have done of it.  He quickly procured medication -
what I have no idea - and said I was to go home and

go straight to bed.
I had nightmares the next two nights, all involving
horrendous road accidents.  But in a couple of days
I was right as rain and back at work.
For years afterwards I kept a copy of the Belfast
Telegraph's page one splash story about the fatality
but it has long since disappeared.
The link with the Telegraph was to become more
pronounced a year or so later when editor Jack
Sayers gave me a reporter's job on the back of a story
about the brassy blonde wives of soldiers giving
War Minister John Profumo a rough time over their
living conditions at Lisanelly army barracks.
That's another story but someone else will have to
write it as I won't be around when The Con's 200th
anniversary edition is published.

Former Tyrone Constitution reporter Ivan
McMichael.

FLASHBACK: Admiring the first issue printed on the Cossar press in 1957 are Locky Byrne,
Davy McFarland, Derek Black, George Bowles, Sam McConnell, Joan Wilson, Ivan McMichael
and Drew McDermott.
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The day I got a rocket over a stolen bicycle
Never having been in

Omagh in my life I
arrived on a sunny July
morning in a beaten up
Mini... a crumpled
sleeping bag on the back
seat.

As directed I found the
offices of the Tyrone
Constitution in the
centre of town.

Welcomed inside,
there was my desk. It
was recognisable
immediately as that of
the junior reporter, for it
was the only one visible
to the Editor sitting in
his office next door.

In front of me was an
ancient Imperial

Typewriter. It looked
like one in the Ulster
Museum... how many
stories had it produced
for the Tyrone
Constitution?

The career path that
took me to this desk
began a year earlier with
a journalist course at a
college in Belfast. We
learnt shorthand and
typing and were
instructed on gathering
information and
presenting it in tight tidy
p ro s e .

Applying these
principles the 'cub'
reporter hotfooted it to
Omagh Court and soon

after presented his first
article to the editor of
the Con.

Seated again I soon
heard the summons,
"Johnny?". The tone
would become familiar
in the years ahead.

It was made clear that
the Tyrone Constitution
was a broadsheet
newspaper and that
detailed reporting of
local issues was
re q u i re d .

Three paragraphs on a
single drunk driving
case were not enough...
and where were the
other stories from the
c o u rt ?

Of the many lasting
memories one is getting
a rocket for failing to
report in the police notes
that a bicycle had been
stolen in the Strathroy
housing estate. We
mightn't have had many
readers there but the
editor insisted it was
local news.

Yes, he was a hard
taskmaster, but his
instructions were
invaluable. Doubtless he
had an exasperating
pupil but eventually the
lesson got through. The
cornerstones of good
journalism are detail,
accuracy and
thoroughness... all
things this reporter
learnt in the editor's
office in the Con office.

The week's socialising
would always peak on a
Wednesday evening

after the paper had been
"put to bed".

Fragility was often a
feature of Thursdays.
Stumbling in on one
such morning the editor
told me to get to a village
quickly... the story was
developing... a school
had been damaged... so
too had nearby homes.
Many people had a lucky
escape. Other reporters
were covering reaction
to "the story". I
mumbled assent...
nodded... an informed
young reporter, finger
on the pulse, I feigned
itchiness to get at the
news.

Any queries or doubts
had to be hidden... this
was "the big one" and I
was covering it.

The editor left the
room... the reporter
turned to his

colleagues... there was
an important query...
"what's he talking
about?". The only
person in the district
who hadn't heard about
the Plumbridge bomb
was the reporter going

to cover the story.
My four years in

Omagh were great
experience, and all that
was learnt working there
has been invaluable.

Longevity, such as that
being celebrated by this

paper now, has to be
earned and deserved.

Reliability, integrity
and trustworthiness are
qualities shared by the
Tyrone Constitution and
that old Imperial
Ty p e w r i t e r.

ITN’s overseas journalist Johnny Irvine, looks
back on his early days in Omagh.

Wishing the Tyrone Constitution many congratulations on their 175th Anniversary.

www.castlederghighschool.org
For further details please contact

the school on 028 8167 1272
or email: castlederghs@gmail.com

• Top Non-Selective Post Primary School 
for GCSE Exam Performance

• Highest Year 8 Intake to Date

• Vast Array of Extra Curricular Activities

• Strong Focus on Sporting Achievement

• Nurturing Excellent Community Links

• Developing Global Citizens

Congratulations to the Tyrone Constitution on 
your 175th Anniversary and thank you for your 
continued support in sharing the success of our 

school and young people.

Castlederg High School

Telephone: 028 8076 1272
Congratulations to all at  

Tyrone Constitution on their  
175th Anniversary

From: the Board of Governors,  
Principal, staff and pupils of  

Dean Maguirc College

15 Tullybryan Road,
Ballygawley, Co. Tyrone

BT70 2LY

Telephone: 028 8556 8640
Fax: 028 8556 8660

Email: info@stciarans.ballygawley.ni.sch.uk

‘Including everyone, 
inspiring all to succeed’

“Congratulations to the Tyrone 
Constitution on celebrating 175 years 

from all at St. Ciarans College”

Follow us on Facebook
St Ciaran’s College Ballygawley

and         Twitter@stciaransballyg

Omagh Academy: educating pupils since 1903
Since its foundation, Omagh Academy has been closely identified 
with the town of Omagh; however, our pupils, like the readers of 
the Tyrone Constitution, come from a wide geographical area.

We warmly congratulate the Tyrone Constitution  
on reaching the significant milestone of 175 years of service to 

the community. Omagh Academy is delighted to work in  
partnership with the Editor and staff of the ‘Con’ to provide 

readers with up-to-date news of our pupils’ participation  
and successes in a wide array of activities.

OMAGH
HIGH SCHOOL

OUTSTANDING
CARE, GUIDANCE AND

EDUCATION IS
AT THE HEART

OF WHAT WE DO.
Omagh High School would like to offer our

best wishes and unreserved admiration for the
service that the Tyrone Constitution has been

providing over the past 175 years.
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Across our towns and
villages...images of yesteryear

The village of Gortin was a hive of activity in this image of its monthly fair day in 1890.

RIGHT: A street scene image of the village of
Drumquin in years gone by.

ABOVE: Pausing between journeys on the
Castlederg to Victoria Bridge Tramway - from
left, Johnny Donaldson, clerk at Spamount
Woolen Mills, Bob Porter, guard and general
foreman, Robert Foye, on bicycle, who raced the
tram and usually won, John Fox, fireman and
Thomas Gilloway, driver.

Your local 
Pest Controller

Contact SureSafe Pest Control
for a professional local service

on

07592 312704

STRABANE & OMAGH

Courtrai Pk, Strabane, Co Tyrone BT82 8HQ

www.suresafepestcontrol.com

Your local 
Pest Controller

Contact SureSafe Pest Control
for a professional local service

on

07592 312704

STRABANE & OMAGH

Courtrai Pk, Strabane, Co Tyrone BT82 8HQ

www.suresafepestcontrol.com

Opening Hours: Mon to Fri 8.30am - 5.30pm 
or contact for after hours appointment

SPRATT BROTHERS
KITCHEN & BEDROOM CENTRE

QUALITY FITTED KITCHENS, BEDROOMS, SLIDING WARDROBES
Range of Worktops, Replacement Doors, 

Hinges & Handles available
Also range of 

NEFF / NordMende Built-in Appliances
FREE DRAWINGS & ESTIMATES

7 DOUGLAS ROAD, NEWTOWNSTEWART
Tel: 028 8166 1002  |  Mobile: 07801 731143

Email: Sprattkitchens@hotmail.co.uk
www.facebook.com/Spratt.Brothers

WWW.SPRATTSKITCHENS.CO.UK

Best Wishes to the Tyrone Constitution on their 175th Anniversary

Opening Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30-17:00 / Saturday 09:00-13:00

Suppliers of:

Home
Heating Oil
¬

Agricultrural 
Diesel
¬

Coal & Gas

4 MAIN STREET, CASTLEDERG, BT81 7AY
(028) 8167 1668 - CASTLEDERG
(028) 7138 2955 - STRABANE

Wishing all our customers a Happy Christmas

Chartered Accountants

Wishing all our customers a Happy ChristmasCongratulations to the Tyrone Constitution on your 175th anniversary

•Payroll and VAT
 Compliance
•IT Consultancy
•Company Secretarial

Unit B15
Omagh Enterprise Centre
Great Northern Road
Omagh BT78 5LU

•Personal & Corporate Tax
•Inheritance Tax & Estate 
  Planning
•Business Plans & Funding 
  Applications

Tel: 028 8246 4004
Fax: 028 8246 4005
Email: info@watsoncolhoun.co.uk

TO BOOK A TABLE TODAY, CALL ON 028 8167 1644

OUR 65 SEATER RESTAURANT WAS A 
PUBS OF ULSTER FINALIST FOR BEST PUB FOOD.

The 
Derg Arms

43 Main Street, Castlederg, Co. Tyrone 
BT81 7AS • T: 028 8176 1644

Come and dine at our Award 
Winning Restaurant

From A La Carte to 
breakfast menus, you 
will be sure to find a 

meal to suit your palate.

 Congratulatons to 
The Tyrone Constitution on 

their 175th Anniversary

LOOKING FOR A 
LETTING OR 

ESTATE AGENT? 
C A L L  S T R A B A N E  

P R O P E R T Y  C E N T R E  L T D  

Call  us on 02871 880465 

LOOKING FOR A
LETTING OR

ESTATE AGENT?
CALL STRABANE

PROPERTY CENTRE LTD

Let us help you buy, sell or let your home. 
Schedule your appointment to get

a complimentary market evaluation.

Call us on 02871 880465
Ed Richardson

Strabane Property Centre Ltd
Abercorn Sq., Strabane

Congratulations to the
Tyrone Constitution on your 175th

Wishing The Tyrone Constitution huge congratulations
on reaching their 175th Anniversary

23, Tattyreagh Road, 
Omagh, Co. Tyrone,

BT78 1TZ
028 8224 5148

info@electricast.co.uk
 www.electricast.co.uk

low wattage 
heating solution
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The finished product. former machine manager, Don Moore, of
Lithoforme Printers, Portadown, and the Tyrone Constitution’s
former van driver, the late Harry Ellis, check a paper fresh off the
press in the 1990s.

The old Clogher Valley Railway Station in Bal-
lygawley.

A street scene of Fintona from years gone by.

Members of the Interim Rotary Club of Omagh pictured at its inaugural
dinner in March 1955. In the back row, from left, are, CNM Rountree, RJ
Clements, LW Russell, JS Rountree, JRA Pollock, SS Wilson, vice-pres-
ident, JW Winchester, president, Charles E White, past RIBI president
and district extension officer, JS Aitken, hon. secretary, RH Ellis, NA
Donaghy, hon.treasurer, TRN Balmer and AE Pierce. Seated, centre, are
HM McCauley, RF McKeown, JR McAusland, GH Reilly, S Carlisle and J
Eakin. Front row, are NRJ Wilson, JR McMillin, JA Cathcart, R Shorey,
JCG McCrea, JD Black and A Simmons.

A photo taken in the late 1920s of the River
Mourne in Strabane.

Emergency 24 hour Breakdown Service 
077-9985-5305 / 075-6854-3578

Congratulations to The Tyrone Constitution on their 175th Anniversary

80 Derry Road, Omagh
BT78 5EG

Telephone:

028 8224 3266 / 028 8224 6160

With over 20 years IT experience...
• Computer / Macbook / IMac repairs
 Internet problems, virus removal, upgrades, replacement laptop 

screens and much more
• Custom PC builds
• Mobile phone / tablet repairs

Omagh Computer Repair Centre
028 8225 9564 14 Kevlin Road, Omagh

Congratulations 
to the Tyrone 
Constitution 

on their 
175th Anniversary

• Plumbing & Heating Installer (OFTEC approved)
• Oil Fired Central Heating Installation
• Oil Boiler & Cooker Servicing
• Flue Cleaning Service - open fire, stove, cooker flues
• Bathroom Makeovers - complete service
• Affordable Warmth & Boiler Replacement Scheme

APPROVED INSTALLER

176 Crevenagh Road, Omagh,
Co. Tyrone, N. Ireland BT79 0UY

Tel/Fax: (028) 8075 8837

HERE TO MEET 
ALL YOUR 

GARDENING 
EQUIPMENT 

NEEDS

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE TYRONE CONSTITUTION 
ON THEIR 175th ANNIVERSARY

kelly’s chemist +

(McAdam & Bates Ltd.)
41 HIGH STREET • OMAGH
TEL/FAX: 028 8224 2030

EMAIL: kellyschemist@btconnect.com

For All
Your

Pharmacy
Needs!

 

(McAdam & Bates)

Congratulations to the Tyrone Constitution on 
serving the local community for 175years!

Viewback Auctions
Omagh

Telephone: 028 8075 7632
Congratulations on your 175th anniversary

57 Killadroy Road, Omagh BT79 0QP
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Escape to Carlingford this Autumn

T: +353 (0) 42 937 3530  E: info@fshc.ie W: 4SeasonsHotelCarlingford.ie

Autumn & Winter Special Offer
1 Night Bed & Breakfast for 2, Glass of Bubbly, €20 Spa Credit (minimum spend applies), Late Checkout at 1pm 

Valid to March 2020 | Pre-Paid

From €115 for two adults sharing

Midweek Madness B&B
Join us at the Four Seasons Hotel, Spa & Leisure Club Carlingford to relax and enjoy a One Night Midweek 

break with breakfast.

From €99 for two adults sharing

Fab Friday
Join us at the Four Seasons Hotel, Spa & Leisure Club Carlingford to relax and enjoy a One Night break 

with breakfast on selected Fridays.

From €135 for two adults sharing

Congratulations to the 
Tyrone Constitution on your 

175th Anniversary

W.J. SMITH
Auctioneer • Valuer • Estate Agent

5 John Street, Castlederg, BT81 7AW  
Tel: (028) 816 71279

E-Mail: william@smithestateagents.com  
Web: www.smithestateagents.com

MILLTOWN 
MISSION HALL

Congratulations to 
the Tyrone Constitution -

“The voice of the local Community”
on the occasion of their 

175th anniversary

offers congratulations to the
Tyrone Constitution 

on their 175th year of service 
to the community

SESKINORE 
PENTECOSTAL 
FELLOWSHIP

TYRONE
OMAGH

CONSTITUTION
Est. 1844

 

“We would like to take 
this opportunity to thank all 

our readers and advertisers for 
the continued support given to 

the Tyrone Constitution 
over the years.”

115 Doogary Road, Omagh BT79 0BN. Tel 028 8224 9801
Special gifts for Christmas • Open all year by appointment

Congratulations to The Tyrone Constitution on your 175th

Cattery

Greenacres
Kennels &

Tel: 028 8165 9124

•Boarding
•Pet Grooming
•Pet Supplies

“Congratulations to the Tyrone Constitution on 
celebrating 175 years”

25 High Street, Omagh, Co. Tyrone,
N. Ireland BT78 1BA

email: info@pattersonstewart.com
website: www.pattersonstewart.com

telephone: (028) 8224 3603 /8224 3086
after hours: (028) 8224 5300

Congratulations to The Tyrone Constitution on their 175th Anniversary

CASTLEDERG ACCOUNTANCY
SERVICES LTD

22A SHANOG ROAD KILLEN, CASTLEDERG
CO. TYRONE BT81 7QS  

028 8167 8587

Congratulations to the Tyrone Constitution on your 175th Anniversary

For fast and effective results 
try our full colour advertising 

service contact the
ALPHA MEDIA GROUP

Sending a copy overseas?
Why not subscribe to our
ONLINE NEWSPAPER SERVICE


